of the 3 ISA ” Catbolick Belief, con- 


theſe four points; Their - Church, Worſhip, 
Tuſtificatien and Civil. Government. | 


EIS bes £5 oe JAMES 2. 13. 
0 k you and ſo do, .as. they that are judged by the law of liberty ; for they © 
| he w” judged without mercy, that bave ſvewed no merey. 
Kill hominum ſpecies, & rerum aiſcolor uſts, 

per merquider fant ommia x protinus alba... 
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— Perſecution fot Religion condenined, ec, 
.ax N the precedent part of this difcourſe, I have demonſtrated (according to ' 
| chat light which the Lord Chriſt hath infuſed into my Soul ) how much Co- 
| ercency in Religian is repugnant,to the Law of Nature, and, by many&yi- 

' A dentand unanſwerable Texts of, Scripture z/ ſhewed , how: diſpleaſing it is 

..to'God, how improper to adyancethe power of godlinefle, and how extremly 
. difaggreeable to the ſweet Spirit, which guided our Lord Jeſus in the propagation 
. of his Goſpel. And after in the ſame little Treatiſe I proceed to prove ( y the 
expreſſe words of the Parliaments and' Armies Declarations) that the great Pri= 
 ciple wherein we glory and which we have-ſo long fought to eſtabliſh,is aperfe& 
Goſpel>freedom , and-abſolute deliverance of the Conſcience from all Tyranny 

. and oppreſſion. | | CL TE on 
- Which diſcourſe as T compoſed in all humbleneſs of ſpirit,and afterwards offer- 

. ed rothe gracious Redeemer of qur Souls, who gave me ſtrength and power to 

. finiſh ir ro his glory + 'So I finde ner onely my ſelf (for which I humbly chank rhe 

. bounty of my God) confirmed in my former judgement, but others in ſome mea- 

| ſure convinced in theirs,of the unxeaſonablenes and ſin ofConſcience-Perſecution. 

- Concerning which pious and modeſt temper of muttiallforbearance,[ ſhall on- 

ly add.co what I haye mentioned in the former part , this plain and familiar Ob- 

_ - ſervation, Thar as the ſureſt mark of a.tender conſcience in our ſe]yes, is a tender 

ſpirix to others, ſoche moſt infallible ſign of a hard and lowy heart in our breſts, 
. is when we llitin pieces.and ſhipwrack the Conſciences of all that tou n us2 
Bur praiſed for eyer be the 'Name of our God, who till proceeds to.guide and il-. 
| luminace his choſen, graciouſly diſpoſing them, neicher ro preſume upon them- 
-Telves for their knowledge, nor þe cruell againft others for their ignorance , bur 
humbly adore and wait upon rhe. Divine Providence in the diſpofure of all things; 
_ « which. fils my foul with exceeding joy, when I conſider it to be the general-ſenſe + 

, of all the rruly godly and well-affe&ed in this Nation, that no quiet and peaceable - 
. Chriſtian be deprived of the chief content and comfort of this life,which certainly 
conſiſts in a real &imparrial,yet unoffenſive liberty,to ſerve his'God according to 
his conſcience. Many Peritions 1.could here cite inafirmance of this Truth,from 
: ſeverall Provinces of this Land ;; but I ſhall trouble the Reader only with theſe 
- - ewo, the firſt was preſented to the: Parliamene upon _the fix and rwentieth of 
March 1649. from. the county of Leiceſter, wherein, though, I were none of the 
Subſcribers yet I did, both by myſelf and friends , promote it what I could, as 

« Conceiving the requeſts of it, both juſt and reaſonable ; it. bore, this Title, . 


+The bumble Petition of divers well affe&ed of the County of Leiceſter, n 
. behalf of themſtlves and the Nation, | 

A Nd the ſeventh. Article or branch,of the Petition was this, 7. That eveiy one. 
© may enjoy the juſt ſreedoms to w6;ſhip God according to bis word, without any 
-(oerave or reftrifiive conſes to the contrary. - ET TOR | 
 , |- The Petition being read, the Gentlemen ;that preſented ir were called in, and 

_ . Maſter Speaker, by Order of the Houſe, gave them hearty thanks,e+c. 

bumble Petition and ſepreſ entatipn of ſeyerall-Ghu7rches. of God inLoudon , com- 

monty, thdugh falfly, called Anabaptiits, which was. alſo graciouſly acceyred b 
the Houle,according to the Merit of” fo conſcientious a ſuit, and the juſtice of fo 
- glorious a Parliament. | ep” 
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At which time we happily began to neo that 3ntollerable burthen of 1/a- 
chai, the Presbyrerian gavernment, which has binfince in a good meaſure effe- 
Red, throngh the bleſſing of rhe Lord Chriſt, and pious care of- his inſtruments, 

/ the Governours of this Common-wealth. > 0 684] er ONE. | 

Is fo much'as no perſons 'of * whar' ſociety or perſwaſion ſoever in this Nation, 
are at preſent perſecuted for 'their Conſcience onely z or. difference in outward 
worſhip, bur the Papiſt, whom am therefore (according; to thar Principle of cha- " 
rity which abſolutely commands my ſpirit, ) obliged to make the chiet fubje&of. 
this diſcourſe. Men EY | | SER | 
© In order to which performance,T have fince the writing my former ſheers)often-: 
waited upon God in humility of-ſpirit, and:endeavour toiinform my ſelf, as much - | 
as Leouſl of the truth, and particular manner of their ſufferings; and to that end 
have ſomrimes purpoſely -atrended -ar Haberdaſhers hall, ro hear their Caſes 
pleaded , where though I ſirtfeted ſome perſecution from the croud and noiſe 
of that place, yer far more was the grief of my:minde to behold ſo many diſtreſſed 
ſuicers ,.whoſe countenances were made ſad by the fear of a fatall Order for 
their impoveriſhment.: Bur before I: proceed to. any -of thoſe particulars, 
I*muft ( ar leaſt in my . own judgement ) clear the Papiſts' obſtinacy - and. * 
© non ſubmiſſion ro the prefent government, wherewith they 'were by ſome - 
accuyd,as a ſufficient ground-of -all their puniſhment; from which impuration I 
ſhall eafily deliver them. by tranſcribing a copy of their Petition”, which they have 
with much: diligence.and humble importunity,: addrefled to very many Members - 
of Parl:ament, profeffing ro wait onely the happines of an opportuftiry to preſent 
it-to the Houſe, and being a Paper ar leaft 5 or 6moneths old , -and delivered to -- 
 Tomany perſons, with whom Thave-che honour to be acquaimed, it fell by chance . 
into my hands, having I confeſſe of late entertained a particular delight-and re- - 
creation to pafſe ſome part.of mytime inſuch curioſities, | 


To the ſupreme Authority of this Nation, the Parliament of : 
the Common-wealth of England. | 
The humble Perition:of the' Roman Catholikes, | | | 1 


Sheweth, WM 
THat you; Petitioners bavwe long waited ſome bappy leaſure ,when there might ' 
| | be a bearing allowed them of their many ſad preſſures , the weight whereof - 
A. bath furh (hens ſo 7umonſly low, that they ate utterly disabled ts diſcharge 
their many debts, makethe ltaft proviſion for their Children,  o7 reheve themſelves, , 
reduced to extiemeneceffities, . X 9% 
That even ſuch of your Petitioners, as are ſequeſtred for Delinquency, have ſtill 
comforted their ſorrows with this hope, that at the la#t they ſhould certainly be re- | 
ceived to mercys, fince the generall VOTES for (ompeſttion of the 17, of Maich 
1648, :ſeem cleerly to imply them capable thereof, when the Rules concerning them: 
ſhould be agreed upone - | Io 
That nom thewiſtlom of the Parliament applying tt ſtIf to: eſtabliſh the peopte of ' 
this Common-wealth in a quiet and ſetled condition, your PetitionPrs take up an © 
bumble confidence, tht they alone ſhall #0t be excluded from ſo univerſal a benefit. 

_ . And therefore bumbly pray, that the Laws and proceediigs concerning them may 
be taken into conſideration, and ſuch clemency and compaſſion uſed towards 
them by ' Compoſition or otherwiſe, as inthe judgement of this honourable : 

_ Houſe may conſiſt with the publike peage,and your Petitioners comfortable tie': 
vive mn their native Conntry,;. ISL Pen | 
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- iy ok humbly pray, that es pleaſetbe Parliament to vouthſaf e 
them the permiſſson ME leoring their Religion from whatſoever may be mcon- 
Jfene with Government, which will aſſucedly be done to full [atisfaftion, if 

= ere may be a Committee appointed by this honourable Houſe on whom they 

2p may have the pri-wedge to-atiend. _ Rn £ | 

® nd your Peticioners-ſhall ever pray, &c. 

_?F His tomy ſenſe bears-ir ſelf with ſo much reſpe& and ſubmiſſiveneſs in the ſtile, 
thar it can no wayes be interpreted misbecoming; the duty of good and 'peacc- 

able ſubjeQs z and for rhe matter ofthe Peritipn,ir ſcems to.my eye ſoreaſonable, 
that 1 cannot believe, bur after a little patience, till other more generall affairs 

i afford the Parliament leiſure, ir will certainly receive a ſarisfaftory.and relieving 

G Anfiver ; Eſpecially ſince not onely fuch Papiſts,, whoſe moderate delinquency 

-; | leaves them ſome hope of mercy , nor ſuch who for preſervation of their lives, 

were forced to flye intothe late kings Garriſons,, without ever aging any thing 

- againſt the Stare, bur even the moſt innocent, who allthis while have | Sax fill un- 

der fo many preflures., and never were charged with other. accuſation,than their 
Religion , yer-all freely and humbly ſubmit in chis- Perition 40 the abſolure plea- 
ſureof the Parliament for Rules of Compoſitien,and this (as rothe fingle Pap;ſt) 

t: for-anottence,which in noother ſociety of Chriſtians in this Nations accounted 

b - any crime at all;being meerly their different judgement in Religion;a procceding, 

Y wherein certainly we ſhall uſe roo much ſeverity, and parriality, if we make irnort 

_enely unpardonable, but unredeemable. | 

| Intie cloſe of their Petirion they humbly. beg, the favour of an opportunity ro 
ſatisfy rhe Parliament in the point of-confiſtency- with C:vi! Government, which 
being rhe chief ObjeRion that (without paſſion)) can be made againſt chem,ſure- 
| ly we thonld not take offence, at their nioſt diligent applications, and utmoſt en- 
coy to deliver themſclves fron ſo-deftruciive a charge, laid upon their Re- 
A1S1OR. | | 5h, TY ' | SH | Wy 
In order to which'performance, (it ſcems)divers Papiſts of conſiderable quality, 
., unanimouſly agteed upon this following Explanation, to declare and witnes to the 
world, the perfe& conſiſtency of their Religion, bath with civill ſociery, joyning 
allo in the Gas paper, the like expreſſions of their Belief concerning lome few 0- 
ther points,- which they were informed to be more obnoxious to exceprien,. than 
thereſt ; As the under-valuing of holy Scripture, and over-valuing the authoriry 
of the Church; Invocation of Saiars and Angels, and worſhip .of Images ; and a- 
bove all, rhe proud opinion of: Merits ;:This paper they.drew.up as a MePCRAY | 
toa more full and perfe& clearing of their Fairh from thoſe prejudices and mif- 
underſtandings, which ordinarily-men of different perſwaſions entertain,eſpecial- 
Ty; in Controverſies about marters of Religion. Rt 22 


The Paper, containing certain Do&rins of the Papiſts, and by them delivered , 
rodivers perſons of quality for their particular ſatisfagion, 
V /=E-believe the holy Scripuces to be of divine inſpiration and infallible Aits 
-Y** 'therity.; and whatſoever. is therein contained we firmly aſſent unto , asio 

the word of God, the Author of: all Truth. "| > Dee hah 
bk: 15 1;But ſoce im#he bolyScriptures there are ſome hgh to be unde'Food, which 
2Þet.3. 16; the ignorant and whſtable wrett to their own deſtrutiion ; wetberefare profeſſe (for 
 _. the ending of controverſies in air Religion, and ſetling of peace in our Conſciences): | 
.  - to ſubmit ourprivate judgments to the judgement of the Church,repreſented in'a free © 
General Council, . = a Yon ——- og 
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_ 2: We humbly believe the (apred aghen of the Blefſed Triniry,one Eternal,dl> 11. ©: 
mighty, and mcomyrebenſfible God,whom oncly we adore and wollp, as alone ba- 1 Tim:1,t 
wing Soutraign dommien over aff things; to whom cnely we acknowledge as due 1 
from men and Angels, all glory,: (ervice- and obedience, abborring frem our hearts, 
as a moi deteitabbe ſacriledge, to give our Creators honor to-atty creature whatſ0- 


CVE! " *s 

And therefore we-ſolemnly proteſt, that by the prayers we addreſſe to-Angels,and 
Szints, we intend ns other then bumbſy toſollicit their aſſiſtance beſare the throne 
of God, as we deſire the praycys of one another bcre upon earth, not that we bope 
any thing from 1hem,as originall authors thereof, but from God the fountain of all” 
crodichs , through Jeſus Conf our onely Mediator and Frdeemer. 

Neither-do we believe any diii'y or vertue to be in images for which they-ought 
fo-be worſlnpped as the Gentiles did their Idols, but we retain ibem with due and 
decent reſpect im our Churches, as inſtruments, which we find by expericnce,do of- 

ten aſſet our memories, and excite our affeftions, | q 

| 3. We firmly believe, that no force of nature, nor dignity of our beft works can xxx _ 

Melt our Fuſtification, but we are juſtified frecly by grace, through the Redempti g  .*. 4 
on that is m- Jeſus (biift, + 

And although we ſhould by the grace of God peiſtuere unto the end it- a godly J 
life and holy obedience to the Commandements, yet are our hopes of eternall glory SI1 
built upon the mercy of .God, andthe merits of Chriſt Feſus. oe | 

All other merits (according to ou; ſenſe of that. word) ſignifie no more, then 
actions done by the aſsifance of Gods grace, to which it has pleaſed his groodneſs 

bo promiſe a reward; a Doftrins ſo far from being unſuitable ts the ſenſe of the boly 
Scriptures, thas it i their principal deſign to invite and provoke us to a diligent ob- 

- ſtrvance of the (ommandements, by-promiſeng hen'ven as the reward of ur obedi- 
ence, 1 Tim. 4.81 Goatineſs s profitable to all things, bawing the promiſe of this 
tefe, and of that which is to come, And, Rom,2.6.God will render to every man” 
according to his aeeds, to them who by patient confidence in well diing ſeek for 
glory and honor, and immortality, eternal life. And. agam, Rem.$.13, 1/. you 
live after the fleſhyouſhall dye,..but if through the $piyit yau mortifie the deeds of 

-. ._ The body, you ſhall live. 4nd Heb, 6,-10. God 45 not unjuſt to ſo;get your work 

. and abou? of love, which you Have ſhewed foi. bis name, &c.- Nothing being [0 
frequently repeated in the word of God,as his gracious promiſes torecompence with | 
everlafting glory the faith and obedience of bis ſeryants; Nor 2s the bounty of God Luk.6.3 > 

barely according to our works, but high and plentifull, even beyond our capatities; _-? 
giving full meaſure, heaped up, preſſed down, and running over into the boſoms - 

of all that love lim. . Fd 


— 


Thus we bilieve' the merit or rewardableneſſe of holy living (both which ſien'fie 
the ſame thing with us ) ariſes not from the ſelſ=value even of our beſt aftions; as 

_ they are 045, but fromthe grace and bounty of God; and fo; our ſelves we ſa- 
cerely profeſſe, whenwe bave done all thoſe things which are commanded ns, we 7 
are apy ſervants, having done nothing. but that. which was our duty; ſ& ry : 
that our oafting 1s not in-our ſelves, bat all-og;' glorying 4 in, Chrift, = Exod.» 

__ 4. We firmly believe, and highlyreverence. the  Morall Law, being ſo ſolemaly gx 30 + 
delivered to Moſes upon the Mont, ſv expreſly confirmed by our Savionr in the Ecclefs F 
| OTE nroniaanng init fo perſett an Abridgement of our whole duty both to x, © © 
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Which Morall Law we believe he men to proceed with ſaithſulneſſe-and 
ſincerity in their mutuall contratts one towards another, and therefore our ton- 
fant Profeſſion is, that we are moſt ftriftly and abſolutely bound tothe exabt and 
entire per foi mance of our promiſes, maile to any perſon of what Religion ſoever, 
much more to the Magiſtrates and Ctvit-powt's, mder whoſt protettion we live 
whom we are taught by.the word of God to obey, not onely for fear, but for -con- 
ſti nce ſake z and to'whom we will moſt faithfully obſerve our promiſes, of duty 
and obedience, notwithſtanding any diſpenſation, abſolution, or any other prq- 
ceedings of any forraign power, or authority whatſoever, © | 
the-eſore we utterly deny and renounce that falſe and ſcandalous Poſition, that 
Faith isnotto be kept with Hereticks, as moſt uncharitably imputed to our pratti- 
ces, -and moſt unjuſtly pinned upon our religion. uh 
Theſe we fincerely and ſolemnly profefle, as in rhe fight of God, the fearch- 
er of all-hearts, raking the words plainly and ſimply. in their uſuall and fa- 
miliar ſenſe, without any equiyocation or memal reſervation whatf.cyer, 


FT THeſe expreffions concerning four of the moſt offenſive points, wherein 
| the Papiſts differ from us, have Lconfeſle given. me a great and unexpett- 
ed fatisfaftion; And though I remain inthe fame ming as to: the erronj- 
ouſnefle of many'of their Tenets, yerl ſee we may eaſily be too paſſionate in the 
degree of deaeſting any different opinion,fince every error is not preſently to be 
cenlured,as an unſufferable abomination z and roo ſeyereiin rhe degree of perſe- 
euring the diflenters from' qur own judgements, as if they were unworthy ro 
breath the ſame air with our ſelves, | 04S 
' Certainly, many Proteſtants, who oyenſe -a juſt and unmoleſted free- 
" dome, approach very near to the firſt aſſertion of the Papiſts, whilſt ſome borh 
writers and diſcourſers, profeſſe roſubmir their private judgements unappealz- 
bly ro a rruly-free Generall Councell,;. that ſhe might once have an end of all 
'ftrife and.contention about matrers of Religion;others refer themſelves without 
further inſtance wo a Provinciall Afembly of Divines, and _ few bur will pre- 
fer the judgement of the Supreme authority of this Nation , before their own par- 
ticular pens, readily conforming to that Declaration which the Parliament hall 
hold forth ro be the rrue-meaning of the Scripture : So that almoſt every one a- 
grees' in the acknowledgemenrof an 'external:authority to decide ſuch Contro- 
verfies, as ariſe our of the different interpreration of their faich- upon the 
Churches fleeve, and yicld ablind obedience (that is without appealing any fur- 
ther) ro her determination. . Ges 


xf#" Chriſtians*(which of-it- ſelf were cafily 
often  irrecoverable, and endangers 
agiry in many ghings we ſtrangely wiiake 


| __ ITY 
+ one another. 1 profeſle ſincerely, 1 ſhould be ſo far frem ſeifing. on the Eftarerof 
a Papiſt, for refuſing chat part of the Oarh of Abjuration, wherein he is com- 
pelled to renounce the Do&rine of merits, that I am reſolved to ſuffer a thouſand 
' deaths, rarher then abjure fo great and manifeſt a truth, according to the ſenſe 
| wherein theyexplainthemſelyes, or affirm ſo grear and manifeſt an Errour, ac- 


cordingto the ſenſe wherein we explain our ſelves. For when we cenſure the Do- + 


rine of Merits, we underſtand by that word our deſerts, as they exclude the 
merirs of - Chriſt, andabſtra&ing from the Covenant God hath been pleaſed to 
make with us,in his Son, and in that ſenſe we juſtiy condemne a} opinions of 
Merit, even of the beſt works, as preſumpruous.and Luciferian 5 Bur I now ſee 
when the Papiſts affirm that good works are meritorious, they include both the 
promiſe of God and the pa of Chriſt Jeſus, and ineffe& when all is ſum- 
med up; -it; amounts only to this, That God hath graciouſly promiſed, and will 
faichfully keep his word, ro reward all thoſe with ercrnall life that believe in 
him, and obey his Commandements, In this ſenſe rhe Papiſts hold mercifulncs 
ro be meritorious, or available ro#falyation, becaule the Scripture ſayes, Bleſſed 
are.the mcrcifull for they ſhall obtain mercy. Marth. 5.7. In this ſenſe the Papifſts 
holdpaticnce in affſition te be meritorious or available ro Salvation, becauſe 
che Scripture ſayes, Bleſſed are they who ate perſecuted for rightconſteſſe ſake, for 
theirs is the Kingdome of beaves , Mar. 5.10. And this (as I am informed by 
very underſtanding men amongſt them) is the reall cruth of their DoArine con- 
- eerning good works, which in my judgement differs nothing from ours,bur one» 
ly in,the unſavoury and proud-ſounding word merit. Fe 
The laſt Cauſe of the Papiſts Note, which 1 havertranſcribed, is fo full-and 

ſatisfaQory, \that if they will be as good as their words, 7 ſhall neither fear to 
have ſuch geighbours, nor need any Magiſtrate fear tohave ſuch -Subje&s. 

. Ando prove their:truftinefle and Hdeliry, in the obferyance of their oaths, 7 


cannot imagin a more cvident:demonſtrarion, then that they make a conſcience * 


of whar oaths they take. He that ſwears any thing without diſtintion, mayJuſt- 
ly be ſuſpe&ed to be as falſe to men,as he is fearlefle of God, whereas no clearer 
argument can be alledged in the behalf of any, that they intend to keep all rhe 
, oaths they.take, then this,that they will not take all the oaths you offer; ſurely if 


the Pope or their ewn confciences could give them this extravagant priviledge, to | 


be bound by.no oath, they .might withour difficulty rake any, and if- they were 
allowed by rheir Religion to ſwear any thing, certainly they are all worſe then 
mad, .if they do not_ immediately .poſt away to Haberdaſhers hall, call for. the 
oath of abjuration, ſwallow ir down quickly without any chewing, and fo ſave 
at leaſt 50000 | a year ina morning, | | | 
1n the late Kings dayes, many Papiſts were ſmartly puniſhed for not taking 
the oath of allegeance?, none for obſerving it , nay 1 have heard fome_Pa- 
piſt-Delinquents argue for themſelyes, that the uiter ruine, which now endan- 
' gers their whole eſtates, procceds ſolely from their performing to. rhe late King 
thar ſervice which he called alleagiance, and: this is yer a higher-provf of their 
fidelity in their promiſes, fince they adventured with ſa much hazard to keep 
- that oath in ſubgance,which they refuſed with almoſt as nuich hazard rotike, be- 
cauſe. againſt their conſcience in ſome circumſtance, 
- And now let any one judge indifterently, whether they thar firmly believe all 
- the holy Scriptures of: the old and New Teſtament, worſhip and adore onely 
.__ ene God, rely upon 7eſius (þr1Ft for their ſole Mediator, and protefile ir their du- 
ty +20. 0bſcrve, the commandements. of the Mvraf Law, may not tegſaoutle be 
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-aflertion ;- but (for more afſu 


- - thedivineLawirſelf, 


 -.  -infom'd would oblige me to a publick reparation; for though we uſe no ſich :con-; 
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<a ro\hye” in. th | countrey with the. peaceable "enjoyment of their 
conlciences in their privage houſes, eſpecially thoſe who: will quierly ſubmaic co 
cautions and reftri&tions, as the common-wealrh' ſhall require' for prevention of 
ſcandall, or diſturbance of the publick peace, BY En 
þ Befides 1 am, perfwaded a far lefle liberry with ob/ige -che Papiſts than conten: 
any other, becauſe hitherro all liberty has "been wholly denyed:-ro chem, and- 
wholly allowed.co every one-clſe, fo that theywvill gladly receive-as a mercy and 
favour, what orhers Spe jd a right, and their affeions being once purcha- 
fed at ſo cheap 2 price, as a little private exerciſe of their. conſcience, 'free from - 
the frighr and ſmart of penalties, -I am'confident they will neither be ſuch fools 
as to forfeit their liberty, nor ſo ungratefull as to forget them that gave it; ſince 
our of all our hiftories nor one example can be afligned, that they ever offered to 
move the'leaſt ſcdirion,in a time when they enjoyed bur half the libertics of free. 
born Engliſh men; fn, ; | 
Therefore I ſhall cloſe my thoughts upon this Paper, wich a ſhort and free con. 


 Clufion, which'I conceive abridges in few words the whole difficulty berwixſub- - 


je and Superior ; The wg that proces any ſort of people in his Do- 
minions, may juſtly require their ſervice, and. ſafely rely upon their obedience 
bur if he-perſecute them, wherher Proteſtants or Papiſts, he will ſoon find,” thar 
as he may. violently, force their complyapice, he can never prudently reſt. upon 
their affeRions. Oy EET ve us on =. "Ef a37Y 
© BurI muſthere beg leave to be diſpeaſed with in my promiſe of ending this 
period, till.1 have added this obſeryation, How many Modern Authors of good 


- account amongſt us, have poſitively held forth ro the people (as an unqueſtiona- 


Hereticks > and 1 muſt acknowledge I was once of the ſame opigion concerning 
them, principally relying upon the credit of Mr. James Howell, an ingenious 
traveller in moſt of the Popiſh countries, which makes me the more wonder; thar * {. 
he ſhovld rake foch an Erronecous opinionupon ruſt and aflerr it in Princ nearche 


| endof the firſt partof Dodane's Grove, where he ſayes, That one of the Canons 


of the laft-great.Councell, (which muſt needs be the Couticel of Trent)was thaz, 


Hereticis-208 eft 4encnda fides, The eftecm Thad entertain'd of that Authors in- 


ity permizted me Not ro 4c uieſſe wo ſome Recuſants verball deniall of this, _ 
Ferric =, red fartsfaQtion in ſo important a point) 7 took. the 
pains ruſe ſome of their beſt wr iters, and found them unamimouſly agree, 
that ſaith is net onely to be kept with Heretichs, but even with Turks, Jews and 
1:fidels, and that indiſpenſably : neither could 7 find ane title xo.thar purpoſe,n 1 
any Canon or Sefion.of that laſt great Councel, {as he calls t)bur co the con» 
rrary ;* For both in the fifreenth, and eighteenth Seffion, the Councell fairh;ex- 
preſly,” that whoſoever ſhall vjslate the leaſt point of the publich faith, giuen far 


the ſicurity of all, Proteltqnis, that ſhould repair to that Coleell, ſhould be-ſub- 
met to: thoſe penalties, . quAs jure divino & bhumano aut conſuetudine bujuſmedi | 
ſalvorum conduttuus vialatores meurrere poſſuat, abſque omni excuſatione, aut. * 


is in bac-parte contradjfione. By which ii evidently appears that the :Coun- - 
Snakes rhing knownjand certain,that whoſoeve "Ihould violate his faith } 
promiſed to Herericks, .was nor anely puniſhable by-humanc Laws, -but even by | 


And certainly it it. had been my unhappinefle to.have done any ſort of Chri- : 
Ntians ps 4 1445 in publick,my aonſcience (coming akerward xo be berrer 
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mo Pontifice fiers poſſe; it ought abſolutely to be denyed, that it is in the power 
of t be Pope to ab(olvefrom (uch contiatts, And apain), Fider publica bereticis 


 |data mvivlabiliter + fne 446} ic rip remedio ſtruanda «ft quamdiisipſt 
th | 


| gruen to Heretiths ught Muiolably and with- 
out diſpenſation to be obſerved,ſo long as they are ready\to perfarm their parts And 
concludes that even Jeſwites as well as orher Doors hold the Popes power to be 

limicable, and'nor fo almighty as the world uſually believes concerzing them, The - 
Fame docrine is repeated in the abridgement of Laymans book entituled Com- 
pendium Morals Theolog'® Paxli Layman folio 2655 re int 
"The Papiſtshave given ſo much ſarisfa&ijon by their Petition and other Papers, 


ich more by rheir ſubmiſſion'to, and peaceable demeanour in this Cam- 


"ſervare parati ſumt ; Publick ſat 


.- mon-wealth, as it.is now cſtabliſhr;1"muſt appeal not onely co the Parliamenr, 


and that great inſtrumenr of our freedome my Lord Generall (romwell, but'to 
all conſcientious 'men, whether theſe . Papiſts may nor reaſonably hope fo 


- much mercy, ab be by penalties debard the private exerciſe of their confci- 


Enees,with their doots ſhur;and ſuch other caurions and circulhfiances as the Stare 
ſhall be pleaſed-to ordain for regulation of Soul freedome ; firice "it is evident 
thac Chr] jag Uberty may be lawfully governed, though! ir be allo: as evidenc 
char it cannot lawfully be raken away, o that every peaceable-ſpirit have libetty 
enough, and yerthe licentious Liver not have roo much. * | d 
Such moderate & orcerly freedom might charitably be allowed to the quicr Pa- 
Piſts from perſons that afford far more advantages to far more;dangerouy enemies 
the . Scorch, jor rigid kirk-ſts, who have ſeveral rimes epgaged 3painſt usin open 
Held, & by many plecs and ſecret, contrivements cndeavoured as.much-as.in them! 
Jay) zo ſubyert the preſent government,. yer after ſo many yigories obtained a- 
gainft them,& the reducing of the greateſt part of their country go the obedience 
of this Stare z The Miniſters. (as ſayes a. Lenter of the 21 of Febi, 1651. fram 
an 
7 19 


any.ind; Aens perfengepdabe ſtrange proceedings, of the Prexbyrery | 
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| Paatn anoeet lerter dated 14 of. April 1653. from-Dalkejth in'$cotland 

and printed in the next weeks Diarnall, isrhis cxcellent obſeryarion; 8e/itve it, 

all. ok; other Enenues are tame beats tothe bigh Presbyter,and yet with the wing. 

ing and turning of a religious. pretence, and an artificial zeal againt Hereſiez. be 

wilt like 'a tame Snake (if not Ta eagoce) get into your boſom, ec. * 


| Oey we week come freſh and loud complaints from, our friends 'anll 


ers.in Scotland of 'che. ſtubbornelle; of a certain ,froward aud tefty parry'th 


inſt us,are ſo farfrom being ſequeſtred, 
honour and ,ben*fir under our govern- 


$:.- (x pear enly 
wedo laſily 
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our mercilefſe Sequeſtrators have tripartited even the day labourers goods and ve-" 
y houſe-holdſtuft, and raken away two Cowes , wherethe whole flock was bur 

three. AR oY, 


Paſſages obſerved upon Caſes depending at Haberdaſhers Hall, . 
Muſt confefle, I had nor ſo muck cime to ſpare, as I could have wiſh'd, yer 
]* ſome weeks I attended at Haberdaſbers Hall for berter ſarisfaRion ; bur to 
make a full difcovery of all the proceedings there , is beyond the level of my 
_ diſcourſe; 1 will only promiſe in whartlI ſay, nor. to exceed the bounds of truth 
and modeſty, The preſent Commiſſioners, who are ſeven in number, for ought I 
could. diſcern are civil perſens,and moſt of them apprehenſive of others ſufferings, 
bur ſeem to ſay.in many hard caſes, that either their Inſtru&ions or Commiſſion 
bindsthem up from being able to give relief, or the obligation to the Oarh they | 
rake-will not permit thew, To ſhew the rendernefle and compaſſion,which other- 
wiſe (I am perſwaded)their conſciences. would carry them forth to praiſe, fince 
moſt.of.the Suitors that come before them appear ſo miſerably ruined, that the 
very diſtreſlednes of their condigion is motive enough to incite the mercy of their 

Judges,.cſpecially, their crime being only the refufall of an Oath, which they ſo- 

lemnly profeſic.is againſt their conſciences, and I am ſure is againſt our Lays ; 

And truly as often as I refle& uponthe ſtrange ſeverity of thar Oath, my ſoul goes 
forth in pitty towards them thar are concern'diin ir'; fncs even their thoughts are 

not free , but an abſolute force laid upon che moſt inward cogitations of their 

hearts, and themſclyes compelled ro condemn themſelves by accuſations wreſted 
out of their own mouthes, . | 
Uponthe ceaſing of the former Committees authority, theſe 7, (which now fir 

Judges of Delinquency'and ſequeſtrations)were impowered abour 25. Fan. 1649, 

fince which time they &their ſubcommiſhoners in the ſeveralCountics have made 

many diſcoveries both pf delinquents and Papiſts eſtates, cirher not before ſeque- 
* tred, or not compoundcd for at the full, value, bur 1 obſerved that they-who were 
ſequeſtred or had their rents or goods unduly taken from them, inthe time of the 
former Commirrees for Sequeſtrations,how unjuſtly ſoever, could not be relieved 
| by theſe Commiſſioners, nor any other power, bur by rhe Parliament it ſelf. 

+ Iewas'the Caſe of Mr. Robert Knzghiley a Recuſant only, a great part of whoſe 
Manſion houſe in £ſſex was puld down to repair the Fort at Tilbusy, for which he 
petitioned at Haberdaſh rs ball in Decemb.1651, to have ſatisfa&ion out of the 2 . 
ſequeſtred nee his 9p lands there, Bur in regard-it appeared to be done before 
1an.1649,the preſent Commiſſioners anſwer was,they had no power to relieve him, 

- And in all other, Caſes upon Appeals , where ir appears, that rents haye been 
unduly received to the States uſe for 7 or $ years laſt paſt, in wrong to the true 
owner of the lands ; Theſe Commiſſioners in ſuch caſe make reftirution onely: 
from 7a#.1649 ; And for money, goods, or perſonall eſtate unduely ſcizedor ſc- 
queſtred before thar rime, they make no reſtitution ar all. | | 

This ſeemed ſtrange to me ; for by the ſame rule, if the preſent Commiſſhoners 
ſhonld ſequeſter half the lands and goods in England right or wrong , and then 
bediſplaced and newCommiſhoners eſtabliſhed, who haye no power to review and 
conſider the ads of their predeceflors , in time we may all come to be ſequeſtred, 
and yet be withour appea),excepr to the Parliament, who have roo many-publique 
obligations to ſpend their-thoughts in particular buſineſſes. 

On the x1th of Feb.165r1, there was heard the caſe of one Mr.P arker;the Lord 
; Matleys only ſon, abour.14 years of age, he petitioned for ' maintenance our of his- 
fathers ſequeſtred eſtate, bur becauſe it was ſuſpeed the. childe might enclineto- 

his'fathers Religion, who is a Papift, yas denyed him, unlefie he might be bg 
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ken both from Father and Morher , 4 commirred tothe government of a meer 
ftranger, which waz ordered according! , and the poor pirrance of tool. per ann. 
only-allowed him, our of his own pap 2 Aung "ae Phe 2 Hs 
. In Feb. 165..Mr, Zames Aanham of the Welt Petitions the Commiſlioners - 
ax Haberdaſhers Half tothis effe&, that he had never afted any thing againſt 
the Parliament yet two parts of his eſtare were ſequeſtered witli ſach'rigor for 
his Recuſancy,; thar he could nor- poſſibly ſubfilt with neceſſaries by the remain- 
ing thirds, when Taxes and other charges were deduf&ed; That he was there- 
fore conftrainedro borrow 501. - upon Bond, an{ having disburſed -15 1, of the 
money,it ſeems the $2qu2tators gornotice that the Petitioner hat ſomewhar in 

ts houſe worth a ti2w S2queſtrarion or review, as they call it, thereupon they 
ſcarch his trunks; finding che remaining 35 1. pull ourrhe guilty bag, and4'ewo 
parts ot ir they ſequeſter into their own pockets, rothe uſe of "the Common- 
wealth, and for relicf therein Mr. Hqnham appealed, bur found no redreſs at 
picſent, more then Ocder for the ſub-Commiſhoners in the Countrey to-exa-- 
mine-the bufineiſc and certifie, cc. Arthe return of whoſe C:rtificate, Tleave- 


_ the Petitioner to. expe his doam. . 4 og | 1, 
Oacthe. 31 of Maich, 1652, the Petition of one Hamotd or Ammot was read; 
rothiseffef, Thar the Petitioner did/never bear Arms nor affift the Enemies of 
the Parliament, yer his eſtate had lyzn under ſequeſtration ever ſince rhe year 
1645. and nor one penny allowed him tor his maintenance. That the Petitioner, 
being.a Recuſant, did in thetime of the late war continucar his own houſe, as 
long as he could wirhour apparencdanger of his life, but confidering how obno- 
xi0usEven the moſt peaceable of. his religion were to be affconted and ruined, by 
rhedaily miſchicfs chey received from ſome diſorderly Souldiers, and: eſpecially. 
{zeing anc of his neighbours (a Rowe) ſlain athis own” door, the Peritioner! 
d:d then and nor before, fly for proteRion 40-4 Gatiſon of rhe late Kings, with-' 
out acting anything in/ the leaſt kind againſt the Parliament,” And therefore 
bumbly prayed he might have a fifth of his eſtare and the arreats allowed him to 
buy bread. Butirnot appearing to the Commiſſhoners char lie had wife-or chil- 
dren, their anſwer.was, they had not power to grant him atty rRelhegenns2 
Nor do l believe this mans Caſe to be fingular ; for T am well ſarisfed;-rhar a * 
grear part of thoſe Papiſts, . who are ſequeſtred as abſolute Delinquents,were ne- 
ver in aftuall arms againſtche Parliament, but-oncly fled ro the Enemies Gari-- 
ſons for ſhelter, yer no qualification or difference in puniſhmenc is hirhertoallow-' 
ed them, which would be to my unlerſtanding very juſt and reaſonable; fince- 
who ever did obſerve the fury and rage of moſt of our Common Souldiers(arthe 
beginning of the late troubles). againſt many of. thar party, will caftly conclude 
the Papiſts had reaſon to Aftruſt their own perſonall ſecyrity amongſt them, And 
for inſtance I remember an Officer of my acquaintance under the*Earlof Max- 
ch2ſte; told me, that at their raking of Lincoln from the (avaliers, inthe year 
1644. he wasaneye witnefle of this Tragedy. The nexc day after the Town was 
taken, ſome of .our common Souldiers in cold blood (meeting with Mr.” Price 
ef Yaſhingley in Huntington ſhire a Papiſt )asked hit, 4rt thou Price the Pagift? 
F4#(faid he). Price the Roman Catbolich, whereupon one 'of them immediate- 
ly thot him dead, ; : | art He hay = ag 
In the ſame. moneth of March there happentd at this Half arvery hardcaſe,” - 


- - which wasof a maid ſervant :(whoſe name 1 do not remember) bur her Petition 
wasto.this effe, Thac her Father and mother both died when the was but fix 


reen years of. age,, and being very poar, they 15ſt the Perrioner only _— 
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clothes and a little heufhold-tuff, Ki aſt not worth aboye five or- fix pounds, after 

whoſedearh the Peritioner,being an Orphan berook her ſelf ro ſervice,and havi 
ſerved ſeyenteen years for the annuall wages of ſeven' nobles, the Petitioner had 
by her frugaliry increaſed her ſmall patrimony to twen pounds, which being pla- 
ced in'the hands of A,B;and of late diſcovered to be v4. ERS OIEs JUST, and 
the Petitioner a Recuſanr, the pray'd that they would rake the ſad and diſconſo- 
late condition of a poor ayes into their.charitable conſideration, whereby.the 
t be qualified to ſo mercifull a temper thar ſhe might - 
not be utterly ruined, by lofing in a moment for her conſcience,whar ſhe bad been 
fo leng'in pachering by the ſweat.of her brows. Bue the Commiſſioners (though 
| wife willing): concluded they.had nor power to'give her any relicf 
more then.the bare thirds, unlefle ſhe would take the oath of Abjuration, a thing 
asfar ar leaſt above her underflanding, as it can be againſt her Conſcience, 

# ir be unreaſonable, (as many-well affe&ed ſeem to urge) that the Miniſters 

who do or at leaſt ſhould perform.ſome ipirituall office for the good. 6f the Soul) 
fhould riche a tentlf part of the Husbandmans labour ; How much more unreaſo- 
nable is it, that a poor filly maid ſervant ſhould thus meerly upon the account of 
Conſcience,” be ſequeſtered of rwo thirds of that, which by many years labour,ſhe 
had gained and reſcrved as a ſupport againſt the neccflities of old age: . 
Onthe 16 of April 1652. The Caſe of Miſtris Church of Eſſex, a Recuſanr, - 
was beard, whoſe Petition ſpake to this eff; Thar her late husband in his lite 
rime ſetled a Leaſe of Muck-bal! (or fich like name) in Eſſex of cofifidetable 
value upon her in licu of Join&ure, for divers years yet in being, and was held 
of the late Dean and Chapter of Pauls that Alderman Andrews or Mr.Natha- 
#i# his ſon, had bought the Reverſion of thoſe Lands at G#ney heuſe, and fince 
rakena Leaſc for ſeven years of the Commmiſſioners for ſequeſtration in Eſſex of 
the whole preſent poſlefſion, without the Petitioners conſent or knowledge, and 
without any regard to her thirds ; .and that the ſaid Mr. Andrews having now 
poſſeſſion of the whole eſtate, had demoliſhed the Petitioners Manſion houle, 
and did refuſe to pay the Petitioner her thirds, - whereby ſhe was driven toa Rc 
ceflity of wanting bread, being adiſtreſſed and friendlefſe widow of almolt 8© 


% 


' - years of age,” the therefore prayd her thirds,. and the arrears, 'and' rhar the (aid 


Leaſe mighe be annufled, ec, | 
The firſt was charirably granced, bur as to the Leaſe and what her thirds ſhould * 
be, ſhe was left tothe mercy.of Mr, Azdrews, who I fear does forger what the 
Father of mercies ſaycs in Fergmy 22.3. Execute judgement and righteonſneſſe, 
and del:ver- the ſpotted out of the hands of the oppreſſor , and do no Wrong, 
ave no. >20leace to the ftrangei,, and ſatheileſſe, and widow , .ec ,, And in 
Matth.2.3,1.4.% w'0-you $c7ubes, and Phariſees, Hypocrites, for ye devour Wi- 
dows houſes, -and for a pretence make long prayer , therefore ye ſhall receive the 
greater damnation. . Ye eG Ls EDI ES 
Thar which inchis Gaſe did moſt cxa& my obſcryation, was, That Mr. Au- 
arews (a perſon of quality). ſhould make uſe of his power againſt a poor wi- 
dow, and ſhould-be'preſenc, and openly-avow the taking of her eſtare over her 
head ; with fo little regard .co the:thirds, which js allowed her by the A& of Par- 
liament, and fo much:toh 


have taken ir, ,and with which the-Peritioncer muſt needs ſuffer. 

. From Haberdaſhzrs Halt give me leave to make a ſtep into Moorefietds where 
oh the 19 of May 1650 being the Lords day,Rich. Ledſam and one Ledbeater, 
If Purkvants -apprehiended'Roby ant. 8999 00 vecteaie qual, ppens fo 


is own benefit, without which, *cis like he would not 
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pirion; (and *ewas bur a ſuſpition) PR + M been ar the Spaniſh Embaſſadors 
at Mafſe, upon this bare ſurmiſe the poor man was ſearched, and in his pockets 
they found arnold prayer book , whereupon -he was carried” before a Juſtice of 

. Peace, and committed to the Gatehouſe at weſtminſter, where he lay inthe com- 
non Goale tilf the Quarcer Seſſions in 7a», 195 1. being full 20 moneths, with- 
out any charge or proceedings againſt him, and rhat Seflions was acquitted by 
Proclamation, through the mercy of Juſtice Scobe/f, bur he is ſtill derained pri- 
foner, (this being now Apri! 1652,) by Mr. F*cks the keeper of the Priſon, 
for 'the rent of his lodging,- for which the keeper demands 14 pence a week be- 
fide Fees, and yer (as I amcredibly inform'd) . the old man lay on the boards in 
rhe common Goale, and had noother pillow for his h2ad, buta hard ſtone, for 
which he muſt now pay more then he is worth, or continne in Priſon, being 86 


% 


years of age, | 
" And now [ am at the Gatehouſe I ſhall give you the ſupplement of alike ſad ſto- 
ry mentioned in the 21 page of the firſt part of this Moderator, concerning: a 
great bellied Gentle-woman, commitred to Priſon on the 24 of fave 1651.her 
; name upon ry I find was Delavall, an Engliſhwoman, bur har Husband a 
Frenchman; ſhe was committed alſo to the Gateboxſe, and with much importu- 
nity got leave by Pctition to go out ypon bail till ſhe was brought to bed; bur was 
an atuall Priſoner fyll 7 Moneths of the 12 ; which is preſcribed by the Statute, | 
and a fine of 100 Marks ſtood charg'd upon her gill ſhe was relieved by the lare 
gracious AR of Generall Pardoi and Oblivion, (An AR that no lefle mw 
all the People of this Nation to forger their private injuries, then to remember 
the publick mercy of the Patliament) and all chis poor womans ſufferings meer. 
ly grounded upon a bare ſuppoſition, that the had been at the then French 'A+ 
pens in'Long acre art Maſs, without ſo much as one witnefle, that there was any 
Maſle faid there ar all, ir being the rruth of rhe Caſe (if 7 may believe their 

moſt ſerious Proteſtatians)thar they were onely ar their other private deyotions. 
Bur to return to Haberdaſhtys Hall. I perceived in my obſcryarionsthere, thar 
_ beſides the caſes before recited, -it was a familiar thing to ſee, Papiſts I mean. fin- . 
" gle Papiſts, withour rhe adjuntt of Delinquency) outcd of the poſlefſion of the 
two "ſequeſtered thirds of their eſtates, by any ſtranger, that would ofter in the 
box but 12 pence more then the owner ; which hath made divers owners ftrain 
rhemſelves to give more rent to the State, than they could poſſibly make of .che 
two parts, rarher than be outed of the poſſe lion of their ancient. patrimonies, * 
- and forme of them have ailured me, that it kappens very often, that neighbours | 
cither thorow covetouſnefle or reyenge (for who can live ſo innocently as to pro- 
cure'no cnemy ,at leaft ſo happily as tv have..none,) ſet themſelves to outyy the | 
. - owners, and then reconipence the loſle rhey have inthe great rent they pay, by 
miſuſing the Lands'rhey hire in deſpite of the' owner, Beſides many times when 
the proprietors have with much charge and long artendance obtained Leaſes of 
the two parts for ſeven years in the Countrey in purſuance of the AR of Parlia- 
 nient, afrer improvement of their eſtates by good husbandry, they ate again out- 
ted,” and their Leaſes made void ar this Hall,under pretence of 'the want of ſome 
formality of 'Surveyay, poſting, boxing or the like, which it ſeems the inſt/ui- 
67:3 from: theſe Commyſſioners do hoJd forth ro thoſe below, yet thoſe- inffrutti- 
ons are not made publick, whereby the parties interefſed mighr-be adviſed how 
ro proceed regularly and certainly in a bufineſſe that ſo much concerns their ſub- 


fiſtence. + | | mY | +38 4 | 
© Notate the'Recuſants permirted to ſelFany'of rheir'Latids' by Fining for the 
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 rwo pans, though for 'payment of oo debts, nay though they ſhould be 

willing to rranſport themſelves beyond theSeas 3 by which diſablemene ro ſell or 

Morgage the leaft. pile of grafle they pofiefle, many well affe Red ſuffer much pre- 
Judice, by non-payment of cheir true and ancient Debts, bur divers. of the Pa- 
its are thereby driven to ſuch. extreme neceſliries, thar they have expogd their 
fire Thirds ro Sale; though I perceive few Purchaſers will meddle therewith, 
unlefle upon very diſadyantagibus terms tothe Seller, becauſe the Purchaſers ſay, 
rhey arc Jurero contradt acharge and trouble tg themſelves by their artendance ar | 
chis Hall; For in ſuch Caſe, it che Papiſt can gain the favour to have his Thirds . 
aywiy-o fiom the other rwo;, yer (as I heard it argued) the State might,when 


e had fold ſuch divided part, or by good husbandry improved it, evi& ic from | 
him, and aſſign him anorher Thirds of: the ſame Lands, chat perhaps has been 
waſted by ill Tenants; For 1 found this much complained of among the Petiti- 
oners, that the $:queſt;at2rs or ſuch ſtrangers ro a7 vl the two parts are often 
demiſed, rarely, or never beſtow any money on repair ef rhe two thirds, but take 
the Rents as long as'the houſe or Land will yield any ; which is one reaſon why = 
ſuch Cuſtoarers many times out-bids the owners for the renting of thoſe two 
' Thirds; the owners. being alwayes carefull ro keep up the.houſcs, and dire& 
rheir Husbandry to the beſt advantage, and emberterment of the Lands, : 
Others I obſerved to complain. much of rhe long attendance, and greatcharge * 
they were at in gaining their Thirds, and an allowance of their Manſion houſes, * 
and ef- rhe manyand malicious falſe accuſations, thar Informers were itred 
ro bring ih againſt them ; As (if I miſtake not). I over-heard ſome of the Soli- 
citors ſay, that the Lady Saint Zobzs, or her Husband Mr, Arzndell, had been _ 
- accuſed for Delinquency five or fix ſeverall times, and till cleared it. Witneſſes 
have beet vfren ſuborned to falſe accyſarions, and yer when the Party injured 
{after lotig-arrendance and expence) has cleared htmſclf of the calumny and 
conſequently proved the malice of the informer, no repay | 
ed for ſodangerousa ſander ; infomuch that pen the whole matter I have heard 
a Recyſant (yith rears. in his eyes) profeſle ſeriauſly; that ſo much attendance 
and charge was required in geming their Thirds, and ſuch continuall fears and 
yexarions attended their condition, that it he could by manufatture or. any other 
' heneſt calling ger a livelyhood, he ſhould cafily reſolve to lethis third part go af- 
The Commiflioners themſelyes (flirting in a treble capacity, Fiſt for, comm +. 
pounding with Delinquents, Secondly for Advance of money upon. the fifth and 
rwentieth parts, and thirdly fo; S:queſirations) can onely ſpare Wedneſday mor- 
nings, for hearing Petitions upon Srqueſtrations, and commonly there is not a 
Committee which muſt be ar leaſt four of the ſeven Commiſſoners) till after 
ren of the Clock, by which means they can ſcarce afford rwo hours in. a week for | 
' thediſpatch of thar employment. So that whenſoeyer a ſuitor delivers in his Pe- _. 
rition, it is uſually a full moneth, if not fix weeks before it comes to be heard in 
couiiſe, and a great part of this time he muſt attend, and perhaps rerain Councel 
ſcyerall dayes before his bufineſſe will be heard. _ [- | 
© Theſe complaints, (fox ought I could poſſibly be informed) are nor onely true 
- butfar ſhort of 'whar this ſort of people ſuffers ; which ſo much the more affli&s 
my,Soul, by how much 1 confider the ſufferers ro. be Chriſtians and Nartives of 
. England, and the entire caufe 'of all rheir iufcrings ro be onely their unfarisfa- 
 Rtionin certain points of Religion; a thing har as a out | 
. - Pojer; and/abſolucely depends uponthe good pleaſure of Gods holy Spirit, -, j Y 
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omir'ro ſpeak of the ſ#b-Commiſſoners for' Sequeſtrarions in the ſeverall | 
ounries of this Common-wealth, as Having hicherro had lirtle'means to inform 
my {cf of rheir ſcyerall proceedings, and conſidering them (obliged ro purſue 


the Inſt:ufions they receive from thoſe above z onely this T can ſay of ſome of 
them, whom I have converſedwirh, that they ſeem: to grant, that Sequeſtrari- 
onof Papiſts Eftares, upon rhe fole account of: Religion, is not in their opi- 
nion' warranted by 'Gods Word ,' bur rather the cortrary;/ And yer theſe 
, men continue . their employments ,- which T fear will expoſe 'rhem-to the 
cefiſure_of worldly - minded and ayaritious ſelfe-ſcekets:* And I pray God 
that whilſt they charge others with” Tdolatry, they be not found guilty- of -it _ 
om nec fince the Scripture ſayes expreſly, That a Covetous: man js an 
otater, | bis - : 5 IP #7 
- But ir being apparene that the. Oath of Abjuration is the wrack which tor-. 
ments ſo many Conſciences, I did therefere in the former .part of this. Diſ- 
courſe propound ſome Ho upon' thar Oath, And ſhall' now humbly add, 
(as not improper for this ſubje&) whar the before mentioned Sir Alexander Ir- 
vine > dogs in anſwer to Maſter Fohn-Rue, Moderatour of. the Presbytery 
of Aberdeen, concerning 'conſtraint of conſcience, and enforcing Oaths ; his 
very words are theſe. 1 doe achnowledee that which you ſay concerning Oaths, 
that God is bonoured by them; yet that muſt receive: ſome limitations, or elſe it 
would prove very falfe, they-muſt be taken in Fudgment, in truth, and: upon; ne- 
 Feſſity ; Now I appeal to your own'Conſciences, whether ye have obſerved theſe 
Conditions in your terging ſo many dieadſull Oathes upon this miſerable Nation 
theſe yeai's by-paſt, not onely in the Covenant, but in your ſolemn League with 
your Presbyte;ian brethren of England, whereby ye enforced” all men toſwear to 
eftabliſh by Armes, that Tyranny there,” as ye bad done bere $ how many baveye 
enforced (bythreatning and Execution of your Kick cenſure,” and the ſeverity of 
_ "the Civill Law, following upon-them, depriving men of their Eftates) to ſwear 
and ſubſcribe to all ye wr 1h or could urvent, ' albeit ye hnow them to be of ſar 
contrary Fudgments, . wherein ye did imit ate that feigned and falſe Mother, who * 
before Solomon was contented to have the *Chitervided, whereby ber Hypocrifie - 
'T2as found out by that brave Prince: by which means ye have made this Nation 
" ewtly of perjury, beſedes many other beinous 'ſinnes : 1 wiſh to God you bad 7e- 
membred, or would yet remember, how much you cryed out againſt the Tyranny of 


4 


Biſhops, (when 'they were urging ſome of your number, who were refrattoiy to 
Epiſcopary )that there ſhould be had ſome regard to tender Conferences which were 


of another Fudgment', Put ſo ſoon as ye had got the powey anto your bands neither 
Miniſter nor Laird, Man,oman, or (litdy was fared, nor” any regard had unto 
them, whatſaever quality or condition they were of,) all were forced not onely to 
© phey you, birt (which is the greateſt 1yrauny over mens (Conſeiences) they were made - 
to ſwear, that they thaught, as ye would have them, albeit t9your own knows 
- ledge many thought the contrary, <&c, The whole Anſwer, which' bears dare, 
*20'Fan. 1651. is worth the: reading, and is Printed'in the DiurnBall; Numb; 
118, I pray Chriſt a great part of the ſame arguments may not be turned againſt - 
' us, for enforcing this Oath of Abjuration fo poſitively againſt mens'Con- 
"ſciences. | | | ER ITS: | 
** And fince we all fay, that we abhor to violence and force any ones Conſci- - 
- ence fatther then to ſecure the publick peace, and rhat only as neceſfity ſhall real- - 
'Iy _ 'and-not upon any Volumtary'or Counterfeit prerence, 1 cannor-:iſee 4 
 how-th Ftaking 
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courle upon rhis Subje&.If we ſcrrouſty refleft(ſayes he) upon the ds ls tf. 
in b;ingmg-Chiift mto.the world, we ſhall find it was to ſet an end 0 that potpors 
adminiſtration of the Fewiſh fo;m , that his Chuich and people were formecly 
confined withinthe Nairow Pal» of a particular Nation, ſp 20w the Pale ſhould 
be broken dawn, and al! Nations taken into the (huich, Net.all Nations i 4 L 
[ump + nor any whele Nations, or Nationall Bodies .co be formed, znto Churches. : MM 
. For h1s.Chuich or people 2ow under the Goſpel, are not to be a body Politicall, but + | 
Spirituall and Myſticall: not a promiſcuous confuſion of , perſons taken m at ad-. 
venture, but ai o:deily colle@ion, a picking aud choofimg # ſuch as are called and 
SanRified, &&c. .Not a company of menforced.jn by. commands and conſtitutions of .- 
worldly power and prudence, but of ſuch as are brought in by the. power and {na 
.- cy of Chriſts word and $pti1t. For be bimſelſ hath ſaid, My Kingdome is not from 
| hence 5 My Kingdome is not of this World,&c. -. And thereforethat hand which 
hath hitherto Rs tn moſt N ations, to creft a power c atled Ecccleſiaſtick, in 
. equipage to the Civill, to bear ſway and bind mens (on(ciences to certain Notions 
erdaimed for Qithodox upon civil penalties, under colour of prudence, gaod order, 
pj ap preventing of herefie, aud advancing .of Chris K:nedome ; and to this 
end bath twified the ſpirituall power(as they caft it)with the worldly and ſecular 
Intereſt of State ;-this (7 /ay) bath been the veiy right handof Antichriſt, oppo - 
s Chriſt mn his way, whoſe Kingdome, being not of this world, depends aot upoit 
the belps and deviſes of worldly wiſdom. 'Thus Fa elle Pen, And a quick- 
' ſighred.& judicious member of Parliament, in wy hearing, being made acquain= 
red.(as with 2 wpprel grarcrul news) that fome indifferent. Chriſtians, (who . 
profeſie amongſt their old acquaintance no-reall ſatistagion of,Conſcience, bur 
| onely a defigne to lave their Eſtates) had. taken !the Oath, of Abjuration. and }. 
Wo "conformed, ſaid ; Tizy our purchaſe therewa is very little, ard the Papiſts loſſe, 
vj much. lcfſe. , WS” ys Eo | | 
In copfirmation of this affertion, I may here cite the caſe of Mr. 4nthony.Roar, 
- Wha was oY at Us|. in Monmouth theire gnrhe.4*Þ of April 1650, for poi- 
 ſoning his Wife; This Gent.che very hour be pre his execution, made a publique 
YN - confeſſion to this purpoſe, ; Thar he had becn.bred 'a Foman Catholick from his 
© _ -ihfancy,. and continued m that Religion rill ſome two or three years before his 
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- -*dearh, when, being overcome byan wehappy neceſhity of. preſerving his RY 
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m begpery, he forſook the Bulicf Fa. AN Soul, and went ro Church tofave | 
his Eltace; afrer whick,(the Devil raking advantage upon him in this diſturbance 

and anxiety of —_ he confeſſed thathe had faln into many great Sins, bur de- 

_ nyedh-gailrofthac horrid crime of poiſoning his wife, for Gaich he was-con-- 
demned ro die delivering further with a kind of confidence, rhar if he had had 
rhe grace to have contiriued conftanit in his Religion, he believed ke had never ſo 
high!'y tranſgreſſed rhe Commindments of his God; nor come to fo unhappy an 
end. And openly declared (with much ſeeming repentance) rhar he dyed: in his 
oldReligion, ''> ik, gies | 

_Cerrainlythis is a fad conſequznce of wreſting the inward perſwaſion of poor 
Souls from that Belief, which their own'Confeiznce tells them is rruch,” rhereb 
making rhem lefle carefull of rheir alvarion, and their honeſty and credir of lefle 
repute, everrwith thoſe, whoforce rhem to:thischange, For the heart of man is ſo 
frafl and'deccirtful, thar it ſeldom is drawn by violence from thoſe. principles, 
which it has long ben uſed to eſt2em and practiſe, bur becomes ſlack and negli- 
gent in whar concerns the other World; andby degrees yery often wholly inſen- 
fible of any thing, bur ſenſuality. - : 


Y Pon the news nortong fitice,' of ſome-Papiſts taking the Oath of 4bju- ' * 
*ation, and frequznring the publique places of-mecring, I conceived my 
wÞ>clf ſufficiently furniſhr ro anſyer a certain old ſaying, which a Recuſanr 
of my Acquainrance ulcd often to repeat in my hearing,that SANG#1S MARTT- 
* R#M EST SSMEN ECCEESISS:; This upon-all occaſions he applyed the ſuf- 
ferings of my borkrhere in Enz{and, and ten thouſand miles off in Zapar, in 
which two Iflands have of lace beert ſharper perſtcurions,” (faid he) for maner of 
Religion, then'in any other place of the world ; This he continually infiſted up- 
on," 28 a Soveraign remedy: for all his ſorrows, nor could we ever bear him from 
his faſt hold, wherein he fortified himſelf, S4ANGHIS *MARTYRKM, &c.. nay 
more, he fomerimes ventured to afficotwith ſtrange alſurance, this aſſertion; thar 
- rhisChurch'encreaſed and'ptofpered ſtill, even whilſt it was aRQually under rhe 
greaceſt preſſures, tharhis Church was, as the Palme tree; the heavicr weights 
are laid bn, the more-ir'flouriſherh; - © x | 


- 


'T having gotten this advanrage by the late coming in of fome Papiſts ro our 


Religion, went preſently'on purpoſc to my Recuſanr- ro puthim to 'the queſtion, 
and-as it were 'a little criumphing, demanded what he choughtr now iv, his old 
Latine Proverb (in which he had. formerly ſeemed ro plate-1o much confidence) 
| and whither the Palm tree did not ſomerimes break a twigg by laying on'ſo many 
 — weights; To which he replyed with a liule ſuddennefie and Choller, That ſome | 
dead, or Canker-eaten Branches, as they.can bearno'weighr, ſo they can bear no' 
fruit, even whilſt united to the Stock and muctr teffe after their diviſion'; Bur 
> ſfoonrecovering himſelf ro hiSuſuall temper; he calmly; yer earneſtly underrook, © - 
 _ thatasthere have beervac leaſt rwenty Prieſts put wo death in' Exztand fince the © 
beginning -of- this Parliament; mcerly upon' the account of their Religion or” 
fun&ion, ſo he could name-a farre-greater number'of perſons of quality; who © © 
have in this ame ſpace of time reconcile&rhemſclves to HE" Cartiefſqus Union, 
When I urged him to, the proof of this-alfcrrivn, he immediately. delivered '. * 
me a lſt'of-rwentyPrieſts, who daring theſe late revolutions” had been hang*d, ' 
drawn” and quartered” cither © for raking "orders beyond Seas; or 'exercifing / 
them on this fide the Seas, and with'all promiſed upon the alfowance of alit-' 
the timofor recolleQion) xo furniſh me with a-Roll-of ſome names; "who _ 
Fees. 5 A OI PRIN SOOT _ tely /-: 
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any name, to recompence ſuch Errour; with the intercft-of two forone, wn 
lcfle he might be diſpenſed with upen the inconveniency of. diſcovering & ky 
Es who £2.00 longer live unruined for their Religion, then they are unknown ta 
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The Pxz1sTs executed infſeverall places fince 
75 20 the Year 1 641. were theſe; 2 


Mr, William Ward, | Mr. Francis Bell, 1 YET Wn 
Mr, Raytolds, i Mr. Ducket, | PRO,” 
Mr, Roe, | Mr, Corbet. | "ES 

Mr. Edward Morgan, 1 Mr. Morſe. . . FExeauted at Tyb#rne, 
Mr. Bullaker. | Mr, Phillip Powell, 

_ Mr. Holland, | Mr. Peter Wright, 
Mr. Heath. | ba 

Mr. Lochwogd, 


_ Mr. Green, Executed at Dorcheſter, 
Mr. Barlow. * _ 


Me es: >Executcd at Lancaſter. 


: : Mr, Thompſon 


' . Befides, Maſter-Tho, Vaughan (after yery harduſage-aboard Capt. Moltous 


. Ship) ſoon after dyed at Cardiff in South-ales, 


Mr. -Fohn Goodman, ) 

Mr. Henry Myner's. | 

Mr. Petey Ylsford. |Dyed.Priſoners inthe. Commen-Goale at Newgate 
Mr. Fobn Hamond, | fincethe year 1641, X 

Mr, Colman. | 


. Mr. Rivers, 8&6. |). 


C n . "A 5 . . 
Beſides divers | who are now continued in priſon, 


Now. I humbly thank the Lord Chriſt, there was onely one of theſe Prieſts 


whom I mentioned in the firſt parr of- this Diſcourſe -pur to death, fince this Na- 
 - tion was eſtablithed in the preſent Government, art [ with from my Soul, chat 
his life had alſo been ſpared ; ſince my obligations ro this Common-wealth and 
' the preſent Governors thereof are ſuch, chat 1 am botind every day tooffer up my 
 ighs-and prayers to the Lord, thatno blaud of any peaceable Chriſtian be ſpilt 

for the only difference of judgement'in Religion; for certainly whoſoever ſhall 


| {  praQice ſuch cruelty, will be called to: a ſtriXand rigorous account ar The judg- * 


W-- ment of the great Day, ELSE | | 
F  :- Bur proceeding torcquire of my Recuſanr'theſperform ance of his word-cons; 
_ | SS _  Grning 
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| Jarcly dechred themſelves, Carpeuquer, uodenaking,, if he was decelyed. in 


I mertly threarned him, 'thatif 
only fi 'fome ſecrerieva- 
| | equence, yer we know the -e/ſhman Role Ruſhes to 
_ He firſt ſeriouſly redeemed his) word by delivering me this: iolloying Cata- 
hogur, and then metrily anfwered by jeſting, with wonder at my hardinefſe, how 
I durſt ſtay in Londov,-{incerhe laſt lerers from Amfterdam diſcover ſo dange- 
rous # plot intended by the Papiſtand Cavaliers againſt this Town, they have 
theſe many Months held aſccrerincelligence- with all Engineers and Mill-ma- 
; kerzof Holland, and hired them forthwith to prepare a thouſand ſuch Engins as 
. we uſe roquench ſcare-fires, and theſe Yan Trump (who has been a long time 
'Popithly atfeed,.and a rank Cavalier ever fince he was Knighted) undertakes 
to bring up {0 privacely to the very:Bridge, that in one night they may be plan- 
ted all along the River, and drown even Pauls ir ſelf, by ſquirting all the water 
- inthe Tamer upon the City, Now if you ask'a Papilt whether he know ofrany | 
ſuch conſpiracy, he will prefentlycaſt abour in his thoughes to retrive ſome men- 
wall reſcryation, and then down right deny: thar.ever he heard any. ſych thing. 
Bur to return from this fe;gned Story of the Recuſanto the reall Hiſtory of his 
"new Proſe/ites, amongſt whom he reckon'd theſe following ; Bur pterended>pru- © 
dentiall rcaſonsto exchiſe-hisconcealment-of many ethers; --- + 


2, The Counteſle of Denby, *- 
2, -The Lady Kelimehm. '- 
3. The Lord Cottmgton.” 
4. Thomas YV ave, Do&or of Divinity, *- - os 
S» Hugh Paulin De Crefſy, one-of the laze prebends of 7yRdfen” 
6. Sir Marmaduke Langdale.. - | 
7. Sir Francis Doddington. -- 
$, Sir Theophilus Gulby.” 
. 9. Miſtrefle Bridget Feilding.” * 
. 10, DoRor Baily, . | 
11. :DoQor Cofexronely Sonne. *'. ; STE E51CO 
. 12. Dr, Goff, entred into the Religious order of the Ordtorians at Parrs, 
13, Maſter Pete Gule of Balliol Celledge in Oxford, | 
14. Mr. Richard Nice!ls Batchelor of Divinity of Peterahouſe' Camiridlge. 
IF. *Mr. Richard Craſhaw, Maſter of Arts of Pete7-houfe Cambridge,well-” 
- known for his excdllent Poems.” © PET 
. T6. Maſter william Rowlands of Exeter Colledge, in Oxford, ---- 
27, Captain Thomas Cook... F | 


- - 


x8. : Maſter Edward Barker of. Cairns Colkedge, Cambridge. « 


= 


FIT 329+ Maſter. Tele i 


-* 
> 


/ to, 20». Maſter.05borne, QC... + 


_ Iu ingeruoullyconteſle 1 knew-nor well what anſwer 6 wake the Papift 


inthis p6int, but ſtill,co exprefſe my diſlike of ſuch-perſecution even of any ſarr | 
of Chriſtians: Aad ain. very confident, char were hey. treated: mare mercitully - . / 

_ andinvied to come to.our ſpirituall conferences, (which my Recuſant roldyne 

© he would nocar any time -refule, wereir onvly wo dilcourſerin'an Ra ic 1 
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ftian way the points in difference WP J we fhonld gain more of them to us 
or at leaſt hinder the growth of their: Religion more, then any to; tures of body 
| or SequeFrations of their Eftatcs are like ro do. Phe ne 
- Nor js it reaſonable to exaR from ſuch as gdiflent from us any other kind of pre- 
ſence ar our exerciſes, 'then to propoſe their d:fhcultics in a modeſt and peacea- 
ble way, and pazicntly ro hear our anſwers, without expeRing they ſhould pie- 
ſently joyni with the Congregation ; for thar were to oblige them, to profeſſe be- 
fore they are ſatisfied, and'praice before they know whar it is they do ; Where- 
as an commands us firſt ts' i7y all things, and then hold faſt that which 
Some, who have not onely rhe-form but the power of Godlineſſe in this Nati” 
of, have of late in order to the adyancement of ,Chriſts Kingdome) been indy- 
ced to move.and endeavour a re-admittance of the lews amongſt us, in hope to 
be nappy inſtrunjents ati their converſion, which the Scr;piuretholds forch in the 
rt to. the'Rommanes, Ahd whiy ial we nor alſo (npon like grounds of Chriſti-. 
ari IETREA converſion of all other people of different perfwaſi-. 

_ ons'in pointof Chriſtianity; by bzing me7cifult vitito thenr, as our beauialy Father - 
» mercifull, Luke 6.36, Bs 2, | £ . | 
- Bur nothing fo 5M &s my Sp'rir, as ts conſider the cruel] gtipes we. give the” 
Papiſts, in [> a of the light hand , which the T#rk himſelt bears over his 
Elitiſtians ; To which purpoſe 1 ſhall here bumbly offer an exa& Parallel of” 
rhe'Papifts ſufferings in ancleny wv the condition of the Cbriſttans in Turky: Firſt” 
clearing one eaſie objeQion, whereat ſome godly people ſeem to ſcruple; They 
think the Pap:fts here ſutfer for ſome orher fault, *arid not onely for difference of 
judgement in Religion, which is an evident miſtake ; for if their burthens be. 
not laidoreFor their different judgements, why are they rake off, when they 
_ confortn and become indifftrenr in'their judgement 7” why ſhould their. receiving 
rhe Oath of Abjuration deliver them - from all {gre 4ige ern Sequeſtrations, if 
thoſe penalties and Sequ:Frations be nor inflifed upon them, meerly for hold-- 
ing ſome opinions, whi h that 0@2t5 obliges them to renounce. Others even of the 
beſt afte&ed have often in my hearing affirmed, that certainly that Oath was one-' 
ly intended as a means %of- diſc6very, for 7s Magfiſtrare ro know, in whom he'* 
may confide z Bur why then is it uſed ſo muth Befide nds pg intention 2 or” 
whar need of annexing any petralty,” which ſire is the greareft hinderance -of dif- 
covery'; For were there no danger in being'a known tefuſer' of thar Oath, few. 
would be ſo diligerit in coricealing themſelves, left they ſhotld be known to re- 
fuſe it, Nor indeed istiis Oath evet offered to'any upon the ſingle ground of dif- 
fidence in their affe &ions ro rhe pteſcnt Government,” bur- ohely ro ſuch as are * 

Bur to return to the compariſonT begah'to mention berween rhe ftare'of Pa- 
pits in England, and of Chriitians in the T#:ks*Dominions, 1 fitid bythe beſt in- 
formarion I can gather, - che great Turks manner of bearing himſelf ro his Chri- 

ſtian Subje&s'to be ftrangely ore temperate and lefſe accuſable of cruelty or co- 

verouſneſle, then we Chriſtians uſe to one another $ for asour travellers una- © 

nimouſly relate rhe whoſe annual! fine thar any Chriſtian payes the Grand Signi- 

- 7107 upon thefcore of Religion, comes ro no more then a Zechecn, which is Iſle? 


then our Angell, CL CEEE ns No 

>. _Andyerwhat ever we can obje& againſt our Papiſts, the Turþ may with at 
'* leaſt as much reafon charge upon his. Chriſtians ; Some Anceſtors of the (briſt:- 
_ - axMiterctofore have rakerup arms, _ conſpired withForraigners abour the e- * 


we; 
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fabliſht Government ofthair Cane Ya yet the Mdhometan: (whom we fo 
much abominare as tyrannicall and barbarous) can forgive the poſterity of. ſuch 
undeſerving Parents, and'let them live quierly under fo ſmall an. annuall cribure 
for their Religion. Whereas our ſelves (whom we ſo highly commend for Chri- 
ſtian meckneſle and charity) can nevet forget the Crimes of a few Papifts, never 
give ayer puniſhing the Children for the faulrs of the fathers. -  ._ _ 

"The Chriſtians under the Turk, cannot certainly be free from ſuſpition of be- 
ing diſaffe&ed to their Magiſtrate, both upon former praQtices, and che Princi- 

' Ples of their Religion ; yer reſts he ſatisficd with diſarming them, and excluding 
them from all Offices of Truft, and places of Importance, to the Intereſt of 
Government. Whereas we are ſo far from contenting our ſelves with ſuch pruden- 

. tiall cautions for our ſecurity, that we procced to ſeize upon the beſt part of their 
cſtates, which in a ſhort rime muſt of 'neceſliry reduce them to abſolute ruine and 
deſperation ; Andyer there is one conſiderable ground of ſuſpicion _—— 

.unapplyable to the Papifts of England, which: is, that the Txrh came from a 
ſtrange Country, to invade at once both the Empire and Religion of the 
Grecians whereas the Papiſts are all Natives of this Land, born witk the ſame 
title to the common Ljbertics, rhar out ſelves have, 'and for Religion they onely. 
ſtand peremprory in their old way, . profefling to be altogether unſatisfied concer- 

. ning the Reformation we hold forth unto them :; In which Caſe it is certainly a 
more.Chr:{tian and pious .mertho1 to fertle a way of inſirudtion for chem to fave 
rheir ſouls, then to labour fo much in drawing up new iſt;4f:9%5 for our Seque- 
ſtrators to.ruine their eſtates, SOT | | 

.Nor do the Turks infiſt upon that common objeRion, That {hriſtians no where 
ſuffer Turks, and therefore no reaſon they ſhould rollerate the Chriftians, as. - 

 raſting more of womanilh ſpire and revenge, then manly n-blenefle and gallan- 

- try: . How wouldtheſe unhappy miſled fouls exceed us Chriſtians. in moderation 
towards ſuch as are otherwiſe minded, if. they had read that Golden: Rule of our  * 
Savioury thatwe ſhould render good for evil, ED 

Bur the inhumane praQice of the T#ih in taking away ſo many Children from 
the Chriſtian Parents is extreme]y. cruel and deteſtable, though as Sir Henry 

' P/ount (a perſon both compieany ghenets and perfe&ly civill) obſerves in his 

\ voyage to the Levant, when that Cuſtome was firſt introduced, many polirick 
reaſons might be alleged to excuſe {nor juſtly) ſo wicked tyrannicall an inſtiru- 
rion,” if he could have ſo much as excuſed bis wicked and ryrannicall uſurparionz 

: The Chriſtzans being very numerous, and'by a barbarous. ſtranger newly depri- 
ved of the Dominion of their Country; All which circumſtances nawrally ir- 

creaſe, arid heighten the ſuſpition of an. Uſurper, whoſe fight was certainly far 

+ lefle. ſharp then his ſword ,it he did nor clearly fee that | his new conquered Sub- 
jets mig Fr perhaps for a time want an opportunity,” bur neither will, reaſon nor 
ſtrength to attempr , by his .cxpulſion the [juſt Recovery of their own li- 
berties. Ns £9 > ; 

' But finee the affairs of Turky arc fo eſtabliſhed that the M#uſſelman hath no 
longer any jealouſic of the Chriſtians raoſe unnaturalF cruelties of plupdering 
the Parent of his Child are altogether laid afide, and the Chiiſt:avs permitted to 
purchaſe -with a ſmall Fine a diſpenſation, and eyery one now enjoys this comfor- 
table liberty, as they give their Children birth, ſo ro guide their education, 

\- Not one of theſe conſiderations, bur argues in favour of the preſent Papiſts a» 
mongſt us; Nor one of theſe cxceptions are, they obnoxious to, their num- 


ber being ſmall and inconfiderable, . their poſture naked and diſarmed, and. 
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the door long fince by other powers aig againft them, roall adrantages in the 


Nation ; by which means they have neither ſo much diſobligation to the pre- 

ſent Government, nor any poffibility ro work the leaſt diſturbance of its 
©, | Ro Or 0s 

And therefore,. however upon the firſt Reformation it was neceſſary to take a 

ſharp and reſolute courſe for diminution of the Papiſts power, yer fince- they 

are reduced to ſo low and weak a condition, that we- cannot handſomely even 

feign a danger from them;it is becoſhe now unneceflary,and conſequently { by our 


_—y Uo 


own maximes) unlawful to continue the ſame penalties upon them ;. No other - 


caule being ay; ſuſficienr to juſtifie our puniſhing others, bura true neceſſity of 


preſerving our ſelves. | Rab | 
And theſe I conceive may be by the reaſons,why the Papiſts have of late made 
their addreſſes to theſe Gentlemen, that are appointed by Patliament ſo; reg ula- 
tion of the Lawes, building their hope upon this ground, [that as the cauſes of ſo 
grear ſeverity againſt them are ceaſed, the ſad and ruinous effe&s may no lon- 


ger be continued ; And certainly they could not have choſen a more proper way 
x0 obtain relief , than the applying of themſelygs to the Committee, it _ being © 


compounded of perſons, whoſe abilities bear an excellent. proportion to the 
greatnefle of the work they haye undertaken, baving in one half year ſeen further 


into the defets of our Law, and the exceſſes of its praftice, than many ages 


formerly have been able to diſcoyer, and whoſe inteprity is ſo remarkable, char 
in the ſhort ſpace of a few months, they have defign'd a perfe& reform of -more 
Errours, than many Ages formerly have been willing to. ſearch into, So that as 


their Charity hath already provided a favourable courſe of mercy for the poor, 
their extreme induſtry and fincerity promiſes a ſpeedy ſettlement of an <quall 


and imparnall courſe of juſtice for all others. To this Committee the Recu- _ .. 


ſants Preſerited theſe two followin 


- this Title, 


| The Honor Committee for Regulating the Lawes is moſt 


humbly defired þy the CatholikeRecuſants to take this-Sche= 


— dule of the Penall Lawes againftthem, into their juſt, ſerious © 


and favourable confideration. 


- FEliz.n. 


"Pim ſecond refuſal of the Oath of Cipremacy puniſhs as bigh Treaſon, 


g Papers, the firſt of which began with 


2, To maintain 0; extol Authority in the See of Rome, the ſecond time, 


 bighTyeaſon. FEliz, 1. bbs nn gS Fe Py 
- 3+ To obtain or put m ure atty Bull from Rome, bigh Treaſon. 13 Eliz.2. 

4.To perſwade or yeconeile, or ts bereconcited to the Roman Religion, High 
Treaſon. 23 Eliz. 1&3. Jac, 4, © | Es 


w—_ 3 


5. For Feſuit or Prieſt made by authority from the Pope, to come to remain in 


the Kings Dominions, high T:caſon, 2.7 Eliz, 2, ada, Ty 
| 6 So for remaining ia Semmary fix months after Proctamation;and afterwazd 
y eturning, bigh Treaſon. 27 Eliz.2, 


1. For concealing of a Bull 6r other: 1nſtrument from Rome, or Reconciliation of. 


<A 


fercd, puniſht as mſpriſion of Treaſon, 13 Eliz, 2, 
"| 25: : ICE 


HEM 4 


4Te:* 


F- 1 To recerr 
puniſht as felony, 25 Elie. 2. 
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| Maintain, or conteal theſe who perfwade,” or art 7econealed to the Roman - 
miſprifom of Treaſon. 23 Blizg.t |. | —, Ss 
ve, relieve, or comfort Jeſuit or Prieſt; knowing bum to be ſuch ajone, - 


2 Torefuſe to abjure the Fealmbeing commanded,or to return without Licenſe, 
Felony. 35 Eliz, 1,2, | Ee AT : 
3 Togo and ſerve a Fortain Prince, having not b:ſore taken the. Oath of Alegi- 
ance, and entied bond not to be reconcited to the Roman Religion Felony, 3 Jac. 4. 
1 The firſt refuſal of the Oath of Supremacy is paniſht as in caſe of « Premu- 
nire, which impoits a foiſeiture of all Lands and Goods,impriſonment fot liſe, and 
a deprivement of the b-1« fit of the Law. 5 Eliz.t. 
2. To ſet forth,n; deſend power ſpiritual in the See of Rome Premunire. FEli.r, 
3 To bringor 7eceive any Agnus Dei, Croſſes, PiQures,or ſuch like from Rome, 
Premunire. 13 Eliz.2, 23 Eliz,r. | 
4 To aid any per(on who bath put in ure any Bull from the See of Rome, Pre- 
munire. 13 Eliz.2. 23 Eliza, Ie 
s Toſend, or give relief” to any contmuing in Colledges, or Semmarics beyond 
 Premunire.” 27 Eliz.z. En | | 
6 Refuſal of che Oath of Alegeance upon the ſecond tender, Premunire, 3 Jac. 4. 
& 7 Jac, 6. | E- : 
I 454 not diſcovering of Prieſts made beyond the $:a5,,mpriſonment. 27 Eliz.z. 
2 pot inditement of ecuſancy byP. oclamation, impriſonment. 29 Eliz. 6, 
3. For reſuſall to go to (hurth, of to be preſent at the reading of the Common- 
Prayer, iypiiſoament without bail: .35 Eliz.1, | HE 
, 4 Thoſe that ae not able, 0; fail to.pay. their ſfoifeitures, are tobe impriſoned; 


'* * wiatill payment, or conformity. 23 Eliz. 1. 


s Women Coveit unpriſened for refuſal of the,Oath of Alegeance. 3 Jac. 4, 
- * 6 For noh-paymint of twelve-pence for every $unday,ampriſonment. 3 Jac, 4; 
7 Woman Coveit conuifted for Recuſancy impriſoned tilt bet busband pay tenne 
pounds a moneth, or a thi;d part of his Lands. 7 Jac.s. * _ | b 
: ry wang extommimicattd for R:cuſanty, Houſe may be.brn tpſot bis ap- 
ebenſton; 7 Jac, 6. RAW 
þ 1 Thoſe whoſhall forbea; to come to {huich, by the ſpace of twelve ponths, - 
” bound 17 the good behaviour, with ſutty in the Kings Bench. 23 Blix. 1. 
1 Eveiy Recuſant is confined ts five miles compaſſe ſor life, 23 Eliz. 2. 
2 Toten miles diſtant from London. 3 ac. 5. Ng 
3 Not to come into the houſe where the King, 67 bis Heir apparent #8. 3 Jac.5, 
"1 Fo# abſence from Church-Service every Sunday 12 forfeited, 1 Eliz. 2; 
2 And ſpr eveiy Holiday, twelve-pence forfeited.” 3 ac. 4. _ Re, 
"3 For abſence from (ommon-Prayer every month, twenty peunds foifeued. 
23 Eliz.1. & 3 Jac. 4. - ara af | © 
 - 4 For default of payment of twenty pounds a month, all Gaods, twoparts of - 
Land, and Leaſes firſeited, 29 Eliz 6. & 3 Jac. 4.” Peet | 
F At the Kings eleftiun to take or refuſe twenty pounds a mpneth,o; to take two 
paris of the Recuſants Eftate, 3 Jac, 4. F TIRE a 
- 6. All Coppy- bold Lands of Reeufants forfeited, 25 Eliz. 2. 


.. is £414 ' 4 , o J , 1 


"7 The ſorfrituves of the AcoFor charged upon by Hear being a. Recuſant 1 JAC.Ae I 


* -* 


the Sexvice-book, the firſt year twenty pounds, the. ſeromdy ear. forty pounds, the 
third year, and eytiy year after, ſixty pounds. 3Jags © © EL 
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9. To the Preſenter ont of the Dn goods. forty ſhillmgs forfeited; 2 Jacq, 
, F Ya every Recuſant ſojourner and ſervant, ten pounds % every moneth ſor- 
feite « 3, JAG | po S | z 

/ 11. Two paits of Dower or. Joynture of a married woman fo;ſeited,z Jae.s. 
12. Commy to Cou;t, an hundred pounds forſeited.z Jac.s. 
13. For not baptiſing childrex acco;ding to the Service-Book publickly within a 
moneth after their birth, ax hundred pounds forfeited. 3 Jac. 5. | 
14.For mairying otherwiſe then by a Miniſicr,an hundred pounds forfeited 3 Jac.s 
15.-For buiymg out of the Church of Church-yard 1001, foreiſeited.s Jac. 5. 
&s, For ſending Children beyond the $eas without licencetoo I. forfeited. 1 Jac.4. 
17. Fo maintaining a Scoolmaſter not going to Church or allowed to teach, yr 
every moneth ten pormnas foifened.2.3 Eliz,1.& 29 Eliz 6, ; 
18, Aid forty ſhillings per diem forfeited by the Schoolmaſte; and Reeuſant that 
keeps bim, 1 Jac.4. OD 
. I9, All Goods and Lands during life, for breach of. confinement ſorfeited 2.3 
Eliz.2,& 3:Jac.5. Ez | 6 fgets 
20. The like forfeiture for going 67 ſending Children beyond the. Seas to be bred 
_ dy Popery. 3 Car.2. s 
21, For reſiding within ten miles off London, 1001, forfeited. 3 Jac. 5. 
22. For affine any Eunttion expreſſed in the Statute of - 3 Jac, 5; a hundred 
pounds forfeited. 3 Jacey. | 
* .-I...Biſabled to reverſe indiftment,. for want of form or other deftbt.3.Jacq.. 
Ted from tle praftice of ſeuerall Funftions whereby to gain their livings, 
viz.from praiſing Common Law, Civill Law, . or being aSteward, Attorney.$0. 
licitor or Officer 8 any Court; Fromprattifing Phyſich or being an Apothec aiy;aud 
from bearing atty Office m camp, troop or band of Souldzei's,or in any Ship, Caſtle 
or:Fortreſſe.&c.3 Jac.5. | 
' 3, By the wifes Recuſancy, the hus band diſabled from publich. Office or charge 
n the Common-wealth, 3 Jac,s. 

_ 4+. By marrying otherwiſe then the Church of England alloweth, the husband 
diſabled to be tenant by Courteſse the wiſe diſabled ts have-Dower, Jojnfure free, 
banks,07 any part or portion of her husbands goods.3 Jac. 5. 

.$, Diſabled to ſue or proſecute Attions,to preſent to a Benefice, to be Executo;, 
Adminiſtrator, or Gun; dian.3 Jac.s. XÞ | 

-6. Children ſent beyond the Seas without licence. are diſabled to take benefit of 
gift, conveyance deſcent, or deviſe,1 Jac. 4:8 3.Jac,5. | 

| I, Notwithilanding theſe forfeuures, Fecuſants are leſſe ſubjeft to Eccleſta- 
ſticall Sentences. 23 Eliz.1-&.3 Jac.45., I Fa 
© Bythegreateſt-part of pecuniaiy forfeuures,they are ſubjeet to grievous wvexa- 
tions. of. Juformers, The Statutes of double Subſtdies,. conſidering their other pay- 
ments are exceeding I eavy. 
. Befedes all theſe Lawes, the late:Ordinances of Sequeſtration. upon reſuſall of 
_ the Oath of Abjuration, by which, two third parts of all their eſtates recall and 
perſonal are forfeited.1 April 1643:& 19 Auguſt 1643. 
. An-Oath made by the Presbyterians,and intended onely for the time of war. An 
Oath by which we are forced to accuſe and condemn out ſelves without any legall 
proceedings 0r witxes again(t us, 41 oath'by which we are. puniſht not fer publiſhing 
any apinzon to thediſtirbance of others, but onely for belicving ; which is to accuſe 
4 and condemn men for the thoughts of their hearts, An oath that contains in it mat- 
2 ters Jof bigheſt difficulty, yet are young uy ignorant perſons, and cves women 
- UV __ withayt 
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kent leaft preceding Init-1Fiov, oo. fo:0d to take it, 61" puniſhed for 

refuſing it. - 0 EE net | * FL bed 

And m the T1t/uFions to the Sequeſtrators 22 Ofob.1643. thy, are charged 
$9 ſeize and ſtcure the Eftates of all ſuch pzrſons, whom they ſuſpe& to be within 
the reach of the Ocdinance; and ſo leave thems-to the after-G ame of clearing them- 
ſelves as they can which is to puniſh before the Triall, nay even before Anſwer 
of the accuſed, SEES | Eb Le CA EE 


In-company of this-long Roll of penall Statutes (made in former times upon 
particular occaſions) rhey preſented alſo certain Arguments ro induce a_ mip- 
gation of rhoſe Lawes, fo trightfull -even in number, bur far more harſh and 
churliſh in theit Nature z upon the' head of which ſecond -paper' was this In- 


{criprion.. - 


Some few Motives, why Roman-Catholiques ſhould not 
be forced ont of their Conſciences by penalties impoſed upon 
| them meerly for Religion. | LEST | 


| 1. - A LL perſecution for Religion is' cleerly repugnant to the prmciples of free- 
Priiciples dom, ſo often and ſolemnly declared by the Parliament and Army, and now 
if the pre- + Bumiverſally riceived by all the Mauderate and well-emper'd people of this 
Ent go- Nation; Nor'can it agree 'withthe dutyof any; petaceable'fpirit, to diftiuſt the 
tergment. p& formance of ſo charitable apromiſe,.. © Gen 
| 5 Many and: evident texts 0 Holy Seripture*(even arcdding to the zaterpretarime” 
Wore of the mare conſcientigus Proteſtants) expreſly .capgemn all compulſion upon'the 
j * © conſcience, recommending mildneſſe and charity, as principalk perfethions ts a 6614+ 
Titan Magiſtrate. ALA | | 
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Beides theſe, {atholigzes havg tiany conſiderations to be refleQed on of a! 
more particular adyantage to their Condition: 


| 2: . ThePrintiptes of their Religion are under all Governments the ſame,. and int 
lnclian-- . thei nature abſotutely uncapable of change z ſv.that the Magiſtrate once rightly 

eable. inſorm'd of their Dottiine, and ſatisfied by promiſe of thei; fidelaty may reſt ſecure, 
that #2 danger 6an aiiſe from them by innovation. * 
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0-3” $121ce the points is controverſie are gentrally thought not cleer, but difficult efpe- 
Iducation. cally by ſuch in whom education” (if ut were os has fixt a (trong appreben- 
fzon of the reaſonableneſſe of their cauſe,” it would appear ſerere (if not unreaſy=" 
able) taforce them by penalties to any new way, 0r altogether reft}ain them from 
continuing in theip'old ; Perſwaſions of that kind, as by degrees they ſink into the 
heart, fu-gently by degrees they are to be removed, . + 
|. 4 Since an ſeriouſly and cont aully profeſs, that after al thei; prayers to God, and 
pribtaQi- dilzgent reading of bis Word, they cannot find hr leafs ſatisfaftion in any othey Ke 
Þintheir /gion, but that their ſo#ls enjoy a perſelf peace and ſertwityin their own ; it ſtems 
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wery unſuitable t0 Chriſtian tharity, either to compel them 16.4 Religion, where their 
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nable n Roman Carholiques, they cawnot but hope, the charity and maduigence Tender 


ſee ſo much ſuffering for Conſtience, and ſay the Suff-rers have no, Conſtience ? 


 eainſt the co1rupt \inclinacions of nature, ad a;Conſctentions obſervange bath of 


"x : 
. % k 
— F i. 


TO, 


Conſeiences cannot {rve in repoſe, or reftram them from a Religion, wherem onely 
they find comf rt here, and hope for ſalvation bereaſicr. | 


va. 


Since a!f the fienes and marks of tender (onfciences are moſt aparently difter- ©  g 


univerfally brld forth to texder Conſeiences,will ne! une: ſally be denyed to them; Conſcien- | 
they all ſuffer for thei; Conſciences an a on and affi:ed life, and many of ces, 


them a c7uel and ignominous death ; and can avy+ational and wnpaſonate perſon 


bl 
As for Religion, 1t allowes.no vice or [icincuufneſſe agamſt the Moral Lay (the 
proper ſubjeft of the Magiftrates'vare)but ſtriftly requires a Religious ſtueiity a- 


The Law of Gow and Man, | 
Not one of all the N ation, how different ſoever in Religion, how dſ-affefted ſ0- mo 
ever to the quiet of this. Common-wealth, but enjoyes (byi's allowance aud pro- Eyen. the 
teftion) a poifett quitt for bis Conſtience, wnely the Roman Carholiques, though moſt diff 
they bave generally taken, and punttually kept the Engagement, are ſmgled out to affeae 4 
miſery and rume, meeily upon the account of Religzon.. 
Yet camot all the heavy preſſures they have ſo long endured pee them lay 
down their hopes to be at laſt relieved, eſpecially from theſe, who profeſſe them- 
fetves not only bound by the light of Nature to deal with others, as they would be 
dealt with themſelves,but by the Law of Grace, even to render good for evil, 3 
-  Fhecauſes of impoſing penalties upon - Catholiques, beg now wholly ceaſed, :7 | 
they bumbly hope it cannot be thought too great a boldneſs m thei; duty to petution Cauſes of 
' a it admittance to the Common rights of free-born'Engliſh men z ſince thee js ne;- puniſhing” 
ther ny Catholique Competito; for the Crown, nor any ſuch detcftable conſpiracy, ceaſed.” 
as ſome few of their Religion have been formerly guilty of:: So that there remains 
na other charge, but that of Conſtience, to exclude them from the ſul enjoyment of 
the priviledges of their N ative Country. NO Toe. 
. No queſtion can be made of the fidelity of their Engagement, who eſteem the heep= og 
Ing of an Oath ſucred.; and what ſtronger tefiimony £23 be given tothe world, Their Bj 
than that of Catholiques infreely offering np their EStates to ſt15ure, and their deliry. 3 
perfans to all the tnconventencres of aperſecuted tife,ratber than againſt thei; cop. 6-3 
ſtvence5 diſſemblingly to ſwear one Oath ; for cout they with the Payes diſpenſa- 
tion or therr.own ment all reſervation (which they are charg'd to be Fill furniſht 
with their-own advantage) abjure the dofirine they believe,there remains no thing 
now to —_— hem mto that fad and miſerable condition they are reduced to. 
were all burthens taken off from the Conſciences of ſuch as ſhall engage to live "> 
peaceably and uneſſenſively mthen Country, this Nation woutd rather improve Advantage 
its ſecurity at home, ſince corrcenve-m matters of belief bas'alwayes been the chief ar home & 
eaufe af 067 hr0wbles.; Amdfor abroad, the ſame reaſon that begets a conceit of abroad. 
danger from the Catholiques correſpondence with Forraign Princes, will convince 7" 
a benefit, if by mercy they be obliged to employ their citatt m the ſervice of theiy 
Benefattors. E ae 
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-  - Reaſons why Compoſition is preferrable before Sale. | 
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}C6m- ND now we beg paidon humbly to. offer up to the confederation and Com- 
| lpound- - AA rafin of the i#different the moſt affl:fted condition of many Catholiques, 
Lo more whoſe lands are now deſigned to beſold for their Delinquency, Moſt of 


neficial which in the beginning of the late way(ſeeing themſelves unprotetted by the Par/, + 
the and expos'd to the plunder of the then Souldtery).fled inta the Kimegs Garriſons to 


r State... ſave their own lives, without taking up Armes to offend others, And even they 


whe aftually engaged for the King (the ſole diſpoſal of all penall Laws being it his 
power), were owners both of their lives and fortunes meerly at his pleaſure, and 
yet notwithſtanding ſo great a Plea for their excuſe, as the Supreme Law of ſelf- 
preſervation, they are all ready humbly to ſubmit to Compoſition: 4 proceeding 
which ” hope will be condiſcended unto, ſence it is as well apparently more bexe- 
ficial-to the State, as leſſe deftruFive to the Compounders : for, 

After all juFt claims and true debts allowed, aud the waſt expences of $trvey- 
onrs, and other Officers dedufted, the clear profit that aiiſes upon Sale, is, by exe 
perience, founded to come far ſhort of what mas expefted. And this after a tedi- 
045 controverſie about the allowance of incumbrances, vety chargeable to the 
Suitor's and altogether unprofitable to the Common-wealth. F 

Beſides Carholiques are generally Tenants only for life, and as generally ſubjeft 
(before the late troubles) to-very many engagements really und unavoidably char- 
gcd upon their eftates, umeſſe ſuch incumbrances be allowed, thouſands of well= 

 afﬀfefied people will be diſappontgd of their juſt debts. PET ITS 
whereas by ſetting Rules for-Gompoſetion, a greater ſum may be raiſed,aund every 


& * one immediately bring bis money into the publique Treaſury; without any further 


charges, delay, or trouble, either to the Common-wealth or: Compounders. _. 
The Conipounders will bave a fironger Obligation to live quietly hereafter, -both 


v g by the fine tbey part with, and the eſtate they retain, advancing ſomuch to puichaſe 


their peace, and having ſtil! ſomething to lofe, if they break it. 
The State will by this ſhew to all the woild,that they ſeek only the ſecuiity of the 
Government eſt abliſh',and not the ruine vr utter extirpation of any private family. 


,- 
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Theſe Motives and Reaſons [have both -ſeriouſly-thought upon immy own 
ſpirit, and often conferred about with others, and after all my endeavours'1 find 
hen, ſo reaſonable and ſatisfaRory,: that I confeſle they have nor only moved m 
Bowels to a compaſſion of ſuch ſufferers, bur truly everrto a zeal of their relief,ſo 
far 1 mean, as thar they, who neither diſturb the publick Peace of the Comition- 
wealth,nor refuſe their Contributions to maintain ir;ſhoyld no longer be compel- 
led by Oathes and ſequeſtrations to a& againſt their conſciences. — 

Befides, theſe diligences of late uſed by the Papiſts,in order torheobrainmenc 
of relief from the Committee for Regulation of the Lawes z they prepared alſo 
certain P7opoſalls, with intent(asI underſtand) to prefent them tothe Committee 
for Propagation of the Goſpel, bur being called into the Country by an argenr.and 
importunate occaſion, I am diſabled to give any farther account toncetning rheir 
P;opsſals, not knowing either how they were accepted; or indeed whether they 


3p were aQuallyoffered,and therefore can only furniſh you with a fairhfull Copy of 


rhePaper ix ſelf, -. 
| T'0 


4 Salem | a 
To the Honourable the Committee 
| for the Propagation of the GOSPEL: 
The humble Propoſals of the Roman Catholicks. 


T Ince all compulſion upon the Conſcienice is clearly againſt the prin-. 
Ycples both of Parliament ind Army, as appears by the Parliaments 

| Declaration ir anſwer to the Scotch Commiſſioners, 17 Feb. 
' 1648. intheſe words: og el LO 5 

As for the truth'and power of Religion, it being a thing in- 
trinſecal berween'God and the Sou}, and the matters of faith in 
the'Goſpel, ſuch as no natural light can reach; we conceive there 
is ho humane power of coercion thereunto, nor to reſtrain men 
_ Rats what God ſuffers their judgment to be perſwa- 

ed of. \ 

Amongſt the Propoſals of the Army, 1 Aug. 1647. this was one,That 
all coercive power, and all civil penalties for non-formity, be 
wholly repealed, and ſome other proviſion made againſt ſuch 
Papiſts as ſhoulddiſturb the publique peace, —  , _.. 

And finceby the experience of Germany, Poland, Switzerland, 
Holland; France, &c. The Confiſtency of divers: Religions under otie 
Government is evidently proved, as well where the Proteſtant commands 
the Roman Catholick,” as where the Roman Catholick commands the 
Proteſtant. | 


+ +... Teighundbly offered, LN Ser Ou 
That no penalty be impoſed upon any, profeſſing the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
meerly for difference of judgement in matters of Religion. ” 


2. Thepublick uſe of all Churches, and the entire benefit of Church- 
endowment; being wholly ſubmitted to the diſpoſure of the State. \ 


 Itis humbly offered | Poet 
That no perſon, believing 'in Chriſt Jeſus, andliving peaceably, arid 
unoffenſively, 'be by any penalty reſtrained from the quiet exerciſe of bis 
conſcience in his private houſe ; obſerving therein ſuch rules as the State 
' fall think fit to appoint for preſervation of the publick peace ; A pradiice 
which by long experience in Holland 7s found, both ſatisfa@ory to the 
people,and ſecure to the Governours of the Common-wealth. 


3. Jimethe Law of God is ſo far from allowing any penal ſentence to 


- A 


-» $1 . (30) 
be grounded upon the enforced Oath of the party, that it ex preſly forbids 
any offence whatſoever to be tryed by the fenple teſtimony of one witneſſe, 
Deut.19. 15. Mat.1$.16. 


be It is humbly propoſed. 

That n» Oath be exatted of any perſon, compelling bimunder forfei- 
ture of life, libefty, or eſtate, to ſwear againſt bis Conſcience, or to dc- 
 cuſe and condemn himſelf, eſpecially in matters that concern his inward 
belief. 
4+ Since inall Religjons there are ſtill found ſome ſcandalous livers , 
and that our Saviour pronounces the Woe againſt bim onely,by whom the 
ſcandal comes, Mat.18.7. Lake 17.1. 


It is humbly propoſed. 

That who ever ſhall offend againſt the Orders of ſo milde end Chriſtian 
_ a ſeitlement, may be ſeverely cenfuredgbut that others (though of the ſame 
_ judgment in Religzon,) be no farther made ſubjef to the puniſhment, then 
proved guilty of the crime. | 
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In ſtead of my opinion concerning theſe four propoſals of the Papiſts/{becauſe 
. to my'{enſe they carry in themſelves both their own eyidefice and juſtification) I 
' ſhall beg the Readers permiſſion to ſet. down 2patricular, conceit, which 1 have 
often obſerved'to be yery well reliſh by all that have examined, it; Thar, doubiles 
there is no way more ſuitable to the firſt Principles ot all Reformed Chucches, no 
way {o probable to ſatisfic all Conſciences, as not ro impoſe any other obligation 
for proof of conformity, than this profeſſion to believe the boly Scriptures of the 
.Old and New Teſtament to be the word of God, and to live according to the pre- 
| Cepts plainly cdntamed therein , this acknowledgement to be expreſt in generall 
rermes without deſcending minutely to particular queſtions, which hath certainly 
been the chict cauſe of ſo many Controverſies and Diviſions in the World. 
And now I-humbly appeal to the honourable and religious Committee for Pro- 
| pagation of the Goſpel, Whether the ſweet S pirit of the Lord Ch13Ft (who gave his 
Apoſtles no further:-power, than to relinquiſh ſuch as refuſed -to hear them) be 
reconcileable ro the former pra&ices of the high Commiſſioners, or the preſent 
praRtices of our Sequeſtrators.; Whether ;when the great Apoſtle Pau! preſcribe 
- the ſervants of the Lorthto forbear, and in mechneſe taſtrult thoſe that are con-. 
- trary minded, he ſhould be thus croſ-interpreted,rhat the Eſtates of thoſe who are 
contrary minded, be firſt ſecured or forb07#, and then after. a time quite-taken a- 
way, t0tnſtrutt them tn meekneſſe, or how to bear patiently rhe lofle of the vain 


and tra wy riches of this world. 


And now I humbly appeal ro the honorable and learned (Committee for Regu- 
lation of the Law, whether (lince all thoſe penalties which the rigorous humours 
of former ages have, under pretence of zeal, impoſed upon' rhe Conſcicnce, are 
.cithex by diſuſe forgorren; or:by.exprelſe AR of Parkament Teyoked) the Papiſts 
alone ſhould ſtillbe continued under the ſame ſeverities, nay cheir burthens G- 
X ; t crea 
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reaſcd by the firange method of the new proceedings towards them, their Con - 
ſciences being nor an $a? 21 tothe Common way of indi&ment, but com- 


_peaceably one with another, are proteed:n the quiet and unoffenſiye exerciſe of 


' may neuter excluded from ſharing in the Government.) * Were there in my 


3 1 pu rather be buried in their graves, and not like Ghoſts walk to af-" 


 ththy that hate you and pray. fo; them that defpitefally uſeyou, and peiſecute you, : 


pellable even to accuſe themſelves by the new 'Presbyterian Oath of Abjuration, 
againſt the known Principles of the ancient and reverend Lawes of this Land, 
And now with an humble confidence, I appeal to the renowned Parliament of 
the Common-wealth of Eng{and, whether in this generall Goal-dclivery of the 
Conſcience from the tyranny and oppreſſion of the Prelates, the conſciences of 
Papiſts alone, ovghe ſtill ro be kept in priſon > Whether, when all the ferrers, 
which the Rigid Kirkeſmen had bought up in Scotland, are broken in pieces juſt 
as they were locking them faſt about our Conſciences in England,the Conſciences 
of Papiſts alone oughr till ro be continued in chains > Wherher, when all the 
Societies profefling Chrift Zeſus, and living obediently to the Magiſtrate, and 


their Conſciences, rhe Papifts alone ſhould be torced under the penalty of fo 
greatia rume,not only to profeſte, bur fwear againſt their Conſciences ? A courſe. 
that in a ſhort time will unavoidably bring them cither to abſolure beggery, or, 
which is worſe, to hypocrifie, or, which is worſt of all, to perjury, 


All the people of this Nation look upon you as their common father, all pro- 
miſe themſ(clves liberty and proteRtion under your government, (rhough ſome : 


family one child thar profeſt to find ſatisfa&ion in the way of the Papiſts, and 
lived dutifully ro'me, and wen, 4 with with his brethren, I ſhould account ita 
reat unnaturalneſſe to deprive him altogether of his portion, nuich more of that 
which he has received from the bounty of any collareral kinſman, or acquired by 
his own particular'diligence and improvement ; And though ſome Papiſts have. 
hezerofore been eruly Sarocable with heinous crimes againft their Coungry, yer 
why ſhould our juſtice over-reach ro condemn all, for the offences of a few 2 if 
they have formerly abetred competitors ro the Crown; .whyſhouldthe puniſh- 
mefits fo long our-live the fault 3 cerrainly the Offendours being dead, their tre- 


rand pinch their children: ' bs AD | | 

It is time we ſhould now mix4 little mercy to allay the. fumes of fo nwch Jus 
ftics, which otherwiſe will not aſcendto the Almighty's Throne in the odour of 
ſweernelle. - Ng | ; 

It is .time we ſhould bepin to imitate the pattern; which our merciful God has 
ſer before ,us in his own praQice, when he commanded the deſtroying Angel to 
ſreath bs ſword, with this compaſſionate Morto, 1t 2s enough, 

It is cime we ſhould begin to anſwer the bounty of our God, who has ſo freely —_ 
given us the bleſſings of 10 thouſand Talents, byfreely forgivingour Feltow-ſe;- Mar. 18.23; 
vants the ſmall ſum of 100-pence. Let us invade, or ſtorme the Conſeiences of 1 Kings 194 
out-brethren ; For the Lord was not int the great and flrong wind that rent the 11, 13, ® 
Mount ains, and brake mn picces the Rocks: Lerus not ſhake the inward peace of 
any quiet and unotfenſive Chriſtian z For the Lord was not in the Earth-quake ; 

Ler us not kindle in our hearts a devouring flame ef uncharitable zeal ; for the 

Lord was nM in the fire; bur lerus compole our afteRions to the ſoft and gent}e 

key of loye, and mutuall forbeazance x0 the Lord was in the ftill ſmall voice. 

Letus alwayes” attend to this ſtill vozce of the Lord, ſpeaking with us, do as you as 

you would be done unto ; letus alwayes attchd to this /mall, bur ſweet vorce of the . 
L9:a, calling upon us, ' ove your exemies, bleſſe thers that curſe you, doe good to Mas. 5. 44 | 


that” 
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| that you may be the chi/dien of your fars 2 ich ts in Heaven, for be maberhBie 7 

ſun toriſe on the evill, and on the £004, we 

' juſt; F if you love them which love you, what reward have you ?_ do not even 

. ri Publicans the ſame ? and if-you [alute your brethren onely, what do'you niore 
than others ? do nat even the Publicans ſo'? be you therefore perfeet, as your. Pa . 

which is il Heaven, FT « perfett. 
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"POST-SCRIPT. 
| Ta was the will and providence of F 


Þ# the Lord (to whoſe: diſpenſations 
"as well: of Iuſtice as Mercy -we 
5 rwaſt reſigne our little interſts) to | 
Y call me ſuddenly into the Country | 

upon a.ſad and mournful .occafien, 
which utterly defeated my-purpoſe | 
of reviewing theſe few lines : And : 
therefore, after my humbleſt fab- | 
miſſion of them to the judgment of 
'the Supreme Authority, I am en- 
couragedto preſume the Courteous | 
pardon of the Readers, eſpecially if | 


[mamas 


-* *(fincex 1struly a kind of- death to | 


me to live out of London) he will | 
Pleaſe to conſider this as a poſthu- | 
mous Pamphlet, contaming the {Ert> | 
ons 5 though indigeſted thoughts of ; 


W Fil ara 


ſendeth rain onthe juſt and on the wy- : 


